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NEWS 


ferences 


Donald C. Riley Interim Treasurer 


Donald C. Riley, Deputy Chief of the Office of Statisti- 
cal Standards, Bureau of the Budget, and a member of 
the ASA Board of Directors and Finance Committee, 
has been designated as Interim Treasurer of the Asso 
ciation. The appointment was made by President Ralph 
J. Watkins and was unanimously confirmed by a mail 
vote of the Council. A permanent Secretary-Treasurer 
to take the place of Samuel Weiss, who died on July 23rd, 
will be elected at the next meeting of the Board and 
Council. 


Exhibits Feature at Annual Meeting 


Exhibits will play an important part at the annual 
meeting of the American Statistical Association, which 
will be held in the Hotel Biltmore in New York City, 
December 27-30, 1955. 

The general theme of the exposition will be ‘“New 
Methods in Preparing Statistics’. This exhibit is de- 
signed to show the members of the American Statistical 
Association and allied professional associations the 
latest types of office equipment, reproduction processes, 
office supplies, and visual aids. Commercial firms are 
afforded an opportunity to display equipment, processes, 
methods, and items of supply, as well as’ new develop- 
ments of products that would be of interest to the Asso- 
ciation’s membership. In addition to the booths avail- 
able for exhibitors, there will also be an exhibit library 
where publishers are invited to display books and other 
printed material. 

Detailed information may be obtained from Mr. 
Warren L. Schriver, Exhibit Manager, American Sta- 
tistical Association, 1757 K Street, N.W., Washington 
6, 


Handbook on World Weights and Measures 


Detailed information on the systems and units of measure 
currently in use in each country of the world is con- 
tained in the new handbook for statisticians just pub- 
lished by the United Nations and the Food and Agri- 
culture Organization under the title, “World Weights 
and Measures’’. The main purpose of the volume, which 
was prepared by the U. N. Statistical Office in collabora- 
tion with the FAO, is to provide to statisticians working 
in the field of international economics factors for con- 
verting magnitudes, quantities and values from the 
units in which they are stated to corresponding units 
in any other system. Sections are devoted to international 
systems and units of weight and measure; the systems 
of weight, measure and currency of each country; unit 
weights of selected commodities; and national curren- 
cies, with equivalents in U. 8. Currency. 

“World Weights and Measures” may be obtained at the 
UN Bookshop or from the Columbia University Press, 
2960 Broadway, New York City. The price is $2.00 per 
copy. 
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Riley Appointed Interim Treasurer—Exhibits at Annual Meeting—Con- 
Grants and Fellowships-—Publications 


Proceedings of the 1955 Conference on Business 


Statistics at Wharton School 


The 1955 Conference on Business Statistics, sponsored 
jointly by the Business and Economie Statistics Section 
of the American Statistical Association and the Wharton 
School of Finance and Commerce, was held on June 
9th and 10th at the Wharton School. Proceedings of 
the Conference have been prepared and distributed to 
those who attended. A limited number of the Proceed- 
ings are available through the offices of the American 
Statistical Association at $.75 per copy. 

The Proceedings of the 1955 Conference on Business 
Statistics contain the following papers: 
1. Linear Programming Section, Merritt M. 

Chairman; 

“A Brief Outline of Linear Programming’, Cart 
N. Kuanr, Columbia University 

“Computers and Linear Programming’’, Dean N. 
ARDEN, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

“The Current Status of the Industrial Use of Linear 
Programming”, L. WuHraron Smiru, General 
Electric Company 

2. Inventory Control Section, T. M. Warrin, Chairman; 

“Inventory Control and Computers”, Roserr H. 
GreGgory, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

“A Monte Carlo Model of an Air Force Type 
Supply System”, H. W. Karr, RAND Corporation 

3. Business Expectations Section, Jean B. Crockerr 
and Irwin FrrienpD, Chairmen; 

“Plant and Equipment Expenditures as Estimated 
by the Securities and Exchange Commission 
and the Department of Commerce”, Vitro 
NaTRELLA, Securities and Exchange Commis- 
ston 

“Planned and Actual Capital Expenditures by 
Companies in the McGraw-Hill Annual Surveys 
of Business Plans for New Plant and Equip- 
ment”, Marcaret Maruuis, McGraw-Hill Book 
Company 

“Methods of Capital Budgeting’, Avram KisseL- 
corr, Allied Chemical and Dye Corporation 

4. Sales Forecasting Section, Leonarp A. Drak, 
Chairman; 

“How to Forecast Sales of Consumer Durable 
Goods”, AnTHoNy E. Cascino, Avco Manu- 
facturing Corporation 

“Sales and General Business Forecasting”, Paut J. 
Wepser, Hercules Powder Company 

In addition to these papers, the Proceedings contain 
recorders’ notes of other formal presentations and of the 
discussions which took place. 

Orders for the Proceedings should be placed promptly. 


International Statistical Conferences in Brazil 


The meetings of the 29th Session of the International 
Statistical Institute, the Third Inter-American Statis- 
tical Conference, the [ASI Committee on Improvement 
of National Statistics (COINS), the IASI Commit- 
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tee on Statistical Education, and the General As- 
sembly of the Inter-American Statistical Institute held 
at Petropolis, Brazil in June and early July were well 
attended. Members of the official United States delega- 
tion and others who participated report that the meet- 
ings were highly successful in furthering the aims of the 
sponsoring organizations to contribute to the develop- 
ment and improvement of statistics at both the national 
and international level. All the American Republics were 
represented, and delegations from a large number of 
countries outside the Western Hemisphere also attended 
one or more of the sessions. In addition, more than a 
dozen international organizations were represented by 
observers, and a substantial number of individual sta- 
tisticians and invited specialists participated. 

The United States was represented by official delega- 
tions accredited to both the Third Inter-American Sta- 
tistical Conference and the 29th Session of the Inter- 
national Statistical Institute. Raymond T. Bowman, 
Assistant Director for Statistical Standards, U. 8. 
Bureau of the Budget, was designated as Chairman of 
the official United States delegation to both meetings. 
Robert W. Burgess, Director of the Bureau of the Census, 
served as a Vice-Chairman of the official delegation to the 
ISI session, and Donald C. Riley, Deputy Chief, Office 
of Statistical Standards, Bureau of the Budget, served 
as Vice-Chairman of the IASI and ISI delegations. 

Other American members of the ASA attending the 
meetings included: 


Joseph A. Becker Department of Agriculture 


Charles A. Bicking 
Chester I. Bliss 


Donald J. Bogue 
Grant I. Butterbaugh 
Robert W. Burgess 
William G. Cochran 
Dorothy 8. Cooke 


Gertrude M. Cox 


Besse B. Day 
Calvert L. Dedrick 
W. E. Deming 
Halbert L. Dunn 


Grover W. Ensley 


W. Duane Evans 

Rev. William J. Gib- 
bons, 8S. J. 

Roe Goodman 


Morris Hansen 
Philip M. Hauser 
Paul C. Homeyer 
Thomas Jabine 


William C. James 
Dudley Kirk 
Newton Knox 


Forest E. Linder 
Frank Lorimer 


Office of the Chief of Ordnance 

Connecticut Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station 

University of Chicago 

University of Washington 

Bureau of the Census 

Johns Hopkins University 

Inter-American Statistical In- 
stitute, Washington, D. C. 

Institute of Statistics, North 
Carolina 

Bureau of Ships 

Bureau of the Census 

New York University 

National Office of Vital Sta- 
tistics 

Joint Committee on the Eco- 
nomic Report, U.S. Congress 

Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Loyola College 


Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganization 

Bureau of the Census 

University of Chicago 

Iowa State College 

Institute of Inter-American 
Affairs 

U. 8S. Operation Mission in 
Venezuela 

The Population Council, Inc., 
New York 

Bureau of the Census 

United Nations 

American University, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


Office of Naval Research 

Bureau of Labor Statistics 

American Embassy, Santiago, 
Chile 

Agricultural Marketing Ser- 
vice, USDA 

University of Chicago 

Bell Telephone Laboratories 

Bureau of Ordnance 

World Health Organization 

Stuart Rice Associates, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

The Econometric Institute, 
Ince. 

Inter-American Statistical In- 
stitute, Washington, D. C. 

Puerto Rico Planning Board 

Bureau of the Census 

New York University 

Scripps Foundation for Re- 
search in Population Prob- 
lems 

Cornell University 

Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System 

National Bureau of Standards 


Eugene Lukacs 
Thomas F. Mosimann 
John Morse 


Sterling M. Newell 


William F. Ogburn 
Paul S. Olmstead 
William M. Pabst, Jr. 
Ruth R. Puffer 
Stuart A. Rice 


Charles F. Roos 
John B. Rothrock 
Robert M. Sammons 
Conrad Taeuber 


Leo Joseph Tick 
Pascal K. Whelpton 


Walter F. Willcox 
Kenneth B. Williams 


William J. Youden 


Proceedings of the Interstate Conference on 
Labor Statistics 


The Interstate Conference on Labor Statistics, spon- 
sored by the Social Statistics Section of the American 
Statistical Association, the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
of the U. 8. Department of Labor, the Wisconsin In- 
dustrial Commission and the University of Wisconsin, 
was held at Madison, Wisconsin, July 6-8. This was the 
13th of a series of conferences initiated by the BLS in 
1949 in response to recommendations of State Depart- 
ments of Labor. The three-day meetings on manpower 
and employment statistics and industrial accident 
statistics were attended by 155 delegates, including 
officials and statisticians of the Federal, State, Territorial 
and Canadian Dominion and Provincial governments, 
company and union officials, and representatives of 
university bureaus of business research and economic 
departments. The topics discussed were listed in the 
June issue of The American Statistician (‘Conference 
on Manpower and Employment’’). 

Proceedings of the Conference have been prepared 
and a limited number will be available shortly. Mimeo- 
graphed copies of Sumner Slichter’s talk on “The Ford- 
General Motors Supplementary Unemployment Com- 
pensation Plans” are also available. Persons interested 
in the Proceedings or Professor Slichter’s paper should 
write Walter Keim, Executive Secretary, Interstate 
Conference on Labor Statistics, Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics, Department of Labor, Washington 25, D. C. 


Statistical Services of the Philippine Government 


The Statistical Center of the University of the Philip- 
pines has published an inventory of statistics collected 
by the principal agencies of the Philippine Government. 
This inventory, “Statistical Services of the Philippine 
Government”, describes briefly for each series the 
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method of collection and the way in which the informa- 
tion is tabulated and published. It is organized by de- 
partment and bureau, with an introduction by Meredith 
B. Givens, UN Principal Statistical Adviser to the Sta- 
tistical Center. The information was obtained from the 
departments by the National Economic Council in 1954 
at the request of the Statistical Center, which is now in 
its second year of operation with the support and co- 
operation of the United Nations under agreement with 
the Philippine Government. The publication reflects 
the post-war growth of statistical activity as an aid to 
management in the measurement of operations and ac- 
complishments throughout the government, as well as 
in the provision of basic information on the population 
and socio-economic life of the country. 

Inquiries regarding ‘Statistical Services of the Philip- 
pine Government” should be addressed to The Statisti- 
cal Center, University of the Philippines, P. O. Box 479, 
Manila. 


Social Science Research Council Fellowships ard 


Grants 


The Social Science Research Council has issued a pre- 
liminary announcement of the following types of fellow- 
ships and grants to be offered in 1956. 

Research Training Fellowships, predoctoral and post- 
doctoral, for ‘more advanced research training than that 
which is provided in the usual Ph.D. program.” All 
Ph.D. requirements except the thesis must be met be- 
fore tenure of fellowship may begin, but application 
need not be deferred until that point has been reached. 

Faculty Research Fellowships, providing half-time 
support for research for three-year terms. Open to college 
and university social science teachers, normally not 
over 35 years of age. 

Grants-in-Aid of Research, to aid scholars of established 
competence in meeting direct expenses of their own re- 
search projects. Not open to candidates for degrees. 

Undergraduate Research Stipends, open only to college 
juniors, for supervised research during the summer and 
the ensuing senior year. Some appointees will be granted 
first-year graduate study fellowships for the next year. 

The Institute in Mathematics for Social Scientists, 
held in 1955, will not be repeated in 1956, but the Coun- 
cil plans to sponsor Summer Research Training Insti- 
tutes of about eight weeks’ duration in three or four 
specialized fields. 

' A more detailed announcement will be available in 
October, and applications for most types of awards will 
be due soon after the first of January. Inquiries should 
be addressed to the Social Science Research Council, 
726 Jackson Place, N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 


Educational Testing Service Psychometrics Fel- 
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lowships 


The Educational Testing Service is offering for 1956-57 
its ninth series of research fellowships in psychometrics 
leading to the Ph.D. degree at Princeton University. 
The two fellowships, which are open to men who are ac- 
ceptable to the Graduate School of the University, each 
carry a stipend of $2,500 a year and are normally re- 
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newable. Fellows will be engaged in part-time research 
in the general area of psychological measurement at the 
offices of the Educational Testing Service and will, in 
addition, carry a normal program of studies in the 
Graduate School. 

Suitable undergraduate preparation may consist 
either of a major in psychology with supporting work in 
mathematics, or a major in mathematics together with 
some work in psychology. However, in choosing fellows, 
primary emphasis is given to superior scholastic attain- 
ment and demonstrated research ability rather than to 
specific course preparation. 

The closing date for completing applications is Jan- 
uary 12, 1956. Information and application blanks may 
be obtained from: Director of Psychometric Fellowship 
Program, Educational Testing Service, 20 Nassau 
Street, Princeton, New Jersey. 


Conference on Statistics of Labor-Management 
Relations 


The Pacific Coast Committee on Social Statistics of the 
Social Science Research Council held a Conference on 
Statistics of Labor-Management Relations at Pacific 
Grove, California, on May 12-13. The conference was 
cosponsored by the Institute of Industrial Relations of 
the University of California, Berkeley. There were five 
sessions: 

“Statistics of the Union Membership” were discussed 
by Harry Douty of the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statis- 
tics, Helen Nelson of the California Division of Labor 
Statistics and Research, and Irving Bernstein of the 
University of California at Los Angeles. 

“Work Stoppage and Mediation Statistics,” with 
emphasis on concepts, definitions and methods, were 
discussed by Max Kossoris of the BLS, Glenn Bowers 
of the California Conciliation Service, Charles A. Pearce 
of the New York State Department of Labor, and 
Thomas J. Nicolopulos of the California Conciliation 
Service. 

In a session on “Statistics of Health and Welfare 
Programs” various methodological phases of the recent 
California study of negotiated health and welfare plans 
were discussed by Helen Nelson and Alice Nehling of 
the California Division of Labor Statistics and Research 
and Charles Gardipee of the Stanford University Medi- 
cal School; and statistics of utilization and costs were 
discussed by Arthur Weissman of Kaiser Services and 
C. H. Tookey of Occidental Life Insurance Co. 

“Analysis of Union Contract Provisions,” including 
the compilation of statistics of collective bargaining 
provisions, was discussed by Maurice I. Gershenson of 
the California Division of Labor Statistics and Re- 
search, Robert D. Gray of California Institute of Tech- 
nology, and William 8. Hopkins of the University of 
Washington. 

In the final session, on “Statistical Problems in Meas- 
uring Employer Expenditures for Wage Supplements,” 
Harry Douty described a project recently completed 
by BLS in which methods were developed and tested 
for measuring the cost of selected wage supplements in 
manufacturing industries. 

Inquiries regarding the published proceedings of the 
conference should be addressed to the Institute of In- 
dustrial Relations, University of California, Berkeley, 
California. 
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Second Annual Albany Conference on Govern- 
ment Statistics 


Nearly 200 business and government statisticians met 
in Albany on Friday, June 10th, to discuss the develop- 
ment of statistical programs more closely aligned to the 
needs of both business and government. The conference 
was sponsored by the Albany Chapter of the American 
Statistical Association. Chairman of the conference was 
William E. Zimmerman, Director of the Bureau of 
Business Research, New York State Department of 
Commerce. Commissioner Edward T. Dickinson of the 
New York State Department of Commerce delivered 
the keynote address on the subject, “The Use of State 
Statistics by Outside Agencies’. Participating in the 
morning session were Ralph C. Hawkins, Chief Statisti- 
cian of the New York Telephone Company, and Byron 
T. Hipple, Deputy Commissioner, New York State 
Department of Social Welfare. 

The luncheon address was given by Dr. Robert F. 
Korns, Assistant Commissioner of the New York State 
Department of Health, and Deputy Director of the 
Poliomyelitis Evaluation Center at Ann Arbor, Michi- 
gan. Dr. Korns’ topic was “Statistical Considerations 
in the Poliomyelitis Vaccination Evaluation”. 

The afternoon session consisted of two concurrent 
panel discussions. One, on income statistics, was led by 


Dr. Chester B. Pond, Director of Research and Sta- 
tistics, New York State Department of Taxation and 
Finance. Basil Y. Scott, Senior Statistician, New York 
State Department of Taxation and Finance, presented 
a paper on “State Personal Income Tax Statistics,” 
and Ethel E. Metzendorf, Associate Economist, New 
York State Department of Commerce, discussed the 
estimation of “Income Payments to Individuals in 
Counties of New York State”. Dr. Julius B. Maller, 
Chief of Research and Statistics, New York State De- 
partment of Audit and Control, and Dr. Harold L. 
Wattel, Economic Advisor to the Consumer Counsel, 
were discussants. 

The other afternoon panel considered the use of sta- 
tistics in testing. It was presided over by Dr. Thomas L. 
Bransford, Director of Examinations, New York State 
Department of Civil Service. Participating in the dis- 
cussion were Pauline K. Anderson, Senior Employment 
Consultant, New York State Division of Employment; 
Dr. John E. Bicknell, Associate in Education Research, 
New York State Department of Education; Dr. Joseph 
Lev, Senior Statistician, New York State Department 
of Civil Service; Dr. Walter H. Wilke, Associate Pro- 
fessor of Psychology, New York University, and Dr. 
Joseph Zubin, Associate Research Psychologist, Psy- 
chiatric Institute, and Professor of Psychology, Columbia 
University. 


Statisticians Wanted 


Progressive and Expanding Chemical Company has 
openings for Statisticians with Interests and Experience 


in- the Physical Sciences. 


Bachelors Degree or equivalent in Chemistry or En- 
gineering, and graduate work in Statistics or experience 
in experimental design and analysis of physical data. 
Work affords application of a variety of statistical meth- 
ods to research, development and production problems, 
such as design and analysis of experiments and sampling 
programs, quality control, determination of physical and 


economics optimum conditions. 


Excellent opportunity for personal growth and ad- 


vancement. 


Send Your Application to the American Statistical 


Assn., 1757 K St., N.W., 


Washington 6, D. C. 


ECONOMIC ANALYST 


Young man up to 35 years of age with Ph.D. in Economics 
me coupled with background in market research required by 
medium-sized manufacturer for the position of Eco- 
nomic Analyst with assignment to headquarters in the 
East. Responsibilities will include development and 
forecasting of statistical data on Company products and 
general business conditions. Also will be responsible for . 
written and oral presentations both within and outside 
the Company. Excellent permanent position in_com- 
munity offering splendid family living conditions. Reply 
giving age, training, experience and salary re — 


to the American Statistical Assn., 


Washington 6, D. C. 


1757 K St., N.W., 
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FEDERAL STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES 


Ewan Clague Reappointed Commissioner of 
Labor Statistics 


The reappointment of Ewan Clague as Commissioner of 
Labor Statistics was confirmed by the Senate July 30th. Mr. 
Clague has continued with the Department of Labor as 
Special Assistant to the Secretary since his term expired last 
year. Mrs. Aryness Joy Wickens, who has been Acting Com- 
missioner, will continue in her regular post as Deputy Com- 
missioner. 


Principal Statistical Budgets and Programs for 
Fiscal Year 1956 


Final appropriations for the fiscal year 1956 allowed increases 
totaling $2,616,000 for principal current statistical programs, 
as compared with requested increases totaling $4,722,000. 
Areas in which major increases were allowed included sta- 
tistics on employment and unemployment, agricultural mar- 
keting research and agricultural estimates. Funds were also 
added by the Congress for specific projects in agricultural 
economics and statistics which had not been included in the 
Budget request. 

No funds were allowed for the interagency program de- 
signed to improve and expand statistics on construction and 
housing, or for proposed additional data on wages and in- 
dustrial injuries, development of State-by-State data on 
State and local government finances, or the increase for 
analysis of national economic trends. Reductions were made 
in the amounts requested for a number of other current pro- 
grams, and for the periodic census programs. 

The 1956 Budget recommendations for major statistical 
programs were summarized in a separate statement included 
in the 1956 Budget Document as Special Analysis I, following 
a recommendation made last year by the Subcommittee on 
Economic Statistics of the Joint Committee on the Economic 
Report. At the request of the subcommittee, the Bureau of 
the Budget prepared a statement on final 1956 appropria- 
tions for the programs included in Special Analysis I, which 
was released by the Joint Economic Committee on August 22. 
In the news release accompanying the report Congressman 
Richard Bolling, Chairman of the Subcommittee on Eco- 
nomic Statistics, commended “the forward steps that have 
been taken in strengthening these vitally needed statistical 
programs.” He expressed regret, however, that no funds were 
provided for improvement in construction statistics, in view 
of the inadequacy of present data and the importance of the 
construction industry in maintaining our current prosperity; 
and that funds were not allowed for certain improvements in 
the national income series and the analysis of business trends. 

A brief description of program changes in 1956 is shown 
below, by agency. The appropriation action for each of the 
agencies whose programs were included, in whole or in part, 
in Special Analysis I is summarized in Table I, which shows 
1955 and 1956 figures for major current programs. Final ac- 
tion on appropriations for periodic census programs is shown 
in the Census Bureau statement. 
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TABLE 1 


Appropriations for Major Current Economic Statistical 
Programs by Agency (in thousands) 


1955 1956 1956 


Agency appro- Budget appro- 


priation estimate priation 


Department of Agriculture 
Agricultural Marketing Serv- 
ice—Marketing research 
and agricultural estimates. .| $10,223 | $10,981 | $11,046* 
Agricultural Research Service 
—Economies of production, 
included under Farm and 
land management research..| 1,369 1,469 1,557T 
Department of Commerce 
Bureau of the Census (current 
Business and Defense Services 
Administration — Construc- 
tion statistics, included 
under Industry divisions... . 140 940 140 
Office of Business Economics. 900 1,000 900 
Department of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare 
Public Health Service—Na- 
tional Office of Vital Statis- 


1,295 1,395 1,395 
Department of Labor 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. ...| 5,350 6,845 6,065 


Department of the Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service— 
Statistical reporting........| 1,685 1,685 1,582 

Federal Trade Commission— 
Financial reports, included 
under Economic and finan- 


133 268 193 
Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission— 
Preparation of operational and 
business statistics.......... 126 160 156 
Total, current programs........ 27,421 | 32,143 | 29,934 


* Includes $65,000 not in Budget estimate, added by Con- 
gress. 


{ Includes $100,000 not in Budget estimate, added by 
Congress. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural Marketing Service 
Marketing research and agricultural estimates 


The 1956 Budget estimate included increases totaling 
$758,000 for market research, economic and statistical analy- 
sis, and crop and livestock estimates. The full amount of this 
increase was approved, and in addition Congress approved 
funds for two projects which had not been included in the 
Budget estimate—$50,000 for expanded studies on price 
spreads between the farmer and the consumer and $15,000 
for crop and livestock reporting services in Hawaii. 
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Marketing research. Funds available for this activity in 
1956 are $5,511,000, an increase of $400,000 over the amount 
available in 1955. The increase will provide for initiation or 
expansion of research directed toward increasing efficiency of 
resource uses in marketing, expanding outlets, and reducing 
product losses and costs in marketing channels. The research 
will be conducted in the broad areas of market development 
research; commodity marketing, with primary emphasis on 
measurement of margins and costs; biological research; and 
economic and physical research. 

Economic and statistical analysis. Funds for this activity in 
1956 are $1,301,000, an increase of $277,000 over 1955. The 
increase will be used for a survey of the present patterns of 
farmers’ expenditures, to provide a check on the accuracy of 
the expenditure weights used in calculating the Parity Index 
and to provide a base for revising and improving the esti- 
mates of farm expenditures and of net farm income, by States 
and for the nation as a whole. 

Crop and livestock estimates. The total of $4,234,000 in 1956 
includes an increase of $146,000 over 1955. The increase will 
provide for expansion of work on methodology studies di- 
rected toward development of new and modernized sampling 
techniques and improved crop and livestock estimating 
methods, and for establishment of Federal crop and livestock 
reporting services in Hawaii. The increase also provides for 
the reinstatement of certain honey and popcorn reports, as 
recommended by the House Appropriations Committee and 
agreed to by the House-Senate conferees. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural Research Service 
Production Economics Research Branch 


The 1956 appropriation of $1,557,400 includes an increase 
of $88,300 for expanded economic research, in cooperation 
with the State Agricultural Experiment Stations, to develop 
information that will aid farmers on farm business and ad- 
justment problems. The expanded program will be primarily 
in selected States where fund limitations in the past have 
made it impossible to develop cooperative research programs. 
The 1956 appropriation also includes $100,000 for study of 
the effect of acreage reductions on farm income and the gen- 
eral economy, which had not been requested in the Budget 
estimate. The first year’s program for this study will be limited 
primarily to determining the changes farmers have made in 
their farming programs as a result of acreage allotment pro- 
grams, and evaluating the effects of these changes on farmers’ 
income. This study will be made in selected areas in the main 
wheat, cotton, corn, and rice producing areas. 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Bureau of the Census 
Current Program for 1956 


The increase of $700,000 included in the 1956 appropria- 
tion of $6,900,000 for current programs of the Census Bureau 
will affect the programs dealing with business, industry, and 
population and housing, and will enable the Bureau to under- 
take work directed toward development of specialized elec- 
tronic equipment for use in future censuses. Other program 
changes are minor. 

Business. The annual sample survey of retail trade covering 
1955 will be taken, despite the reduction in funds requested 
for this program. Further work will be undertaken in de- 
veloping monthly dollar-volume estimates of retail inven- 


tories. The Monthly Retail Trade Report, based on a prob- 
ability sample of retailers in 230 areas, will be continued, as 
will the Advance Retail Sales Report, based on a subsample 
and providing summary estimates 10 days after the close of 
the month. There will be no 1955 annual surveys of wholesale 
or service trades. The percentage-change figures now issued 
on sales and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kind of 
business are based on the probability sample for the Monthly 
Wholesale Trade Report. Early in 1956 national dollar-value 
figures will also be published, and at that time dollar-volume 
figures will also be issued for 1955. The reports on stocks of 
selected canned foods will be continued on the basis of five 
reporting periods a year. 

Industry. The annual survey of manufactures, which was 
initiated in 1949, was not taken covering 1954 because of the 
Census of Manufactures covering that year. Although the 
funds provided for the survey covering 1955 are limited—less 
than half the estimated costs—plans will be developed to take 
a 1955 survey early in 1956. Reports in the “Facts for In- 
dustry” series, providing current statistics on commodity 
production and shipments, will be continued in fiscal year 
1956 on about the same basis as in 1955. Many of these re- 
ports are supported by industry groups and by other Govern- 
ment agencies. 

Population and kousing. With the additional funds pro- 
vided for the Current Population Survey, the Bureau plans 
to increase the number of areas in the sample from 230 to 
330, and the number of households from 21,000 to 35,000. 
Other measures to improve the quality of the information will 
be developed. A gradual change-over during the course of the 
fiscal year is planned. Publication of the Monthly Report on 
the Labor Force. and of other reports on labor force, popula- 
tion and income based on the survey, will continue. A new 
series of quarterly reports on housing vacancies, based on the 
survey, will begin shortly. The regular program of current 
population estimates, providing monthly estimates for the 
United States and annual figures by States, will continue. 

Other programs. There will be few changes during fiscal 
1956 in the Bureau’s current programs dealing with agricul- 
ture, foreign trade, and governments. In the area of statistical 
abstracts and reports, no edition of County Business Patterns 
will be in progress this year, but plans have been made to 
compile a new edition of the County and City Data Book 
when small-area results of the 1954 censuses become available. 


Periodic Censuses 


1955 
appro- 
priation 


1956 
Budget 
estimate 


1956 
appro- 
priation 


(In thousands) 
1954 Census of Agriculture. ...... $16,000 | $6,000 | $5,500 
1954 Censuses of Business, Manu- 
factures, and Mineral Indus- 


Intercensal housing survey....... — 500 0 


The reduced 1956 Budget estimates for the 1954 censuses, 
as compared with appropriations for 1955, reflected the prog- 
ress from the collection phase to the office processing phase. 

The 1954 Census of Agriculture field work was substan- 
tially completed in December. Completion of all work on this 
census is expected much earlier than usual, because of the 
scheduling of the enumeration immediately after the close of 
the crop year rather than beginning in the following January 
or April and of the speeding up in the processing of the re- 
turns. Issuance of preliminary county and State summary 
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releases began in February and will be completed by Decem- 
ber—an advance of six months from the enumeration date 
over similar reports for the 1950 census. Final detailed reports 
will be issued during 1956. 

The 1954 Census of Business, providing data on retail 
trade, wholesale trade and selected service trades for con- 
tinental United States, Alaska and Hawaii, differs radically 
from previous business censuses in collection technique. In- 
stead of a field canvass, it has been conducted as a mail can- 
vass of establishments which have employees, using Social 
Security and income tax records to establish the mailing lists, 
supplemented by data from Federal income tax returns for 
“no-employee” establishments. For this reason it will cost 
substantially less than the previous census. Tabulations for 
the 1954 census will be done on Univac. Early reports, by 
State and county, will begin to appear late in 1955. Reports 
showing statistics for each trade and each subject will follow 
in 1956. 

The 1954 Census of Manufactures, providing data on manu- 
facturing industries for the continental United States, Alaska 
and Hawaii, will have new or more detailed data on consump- 
tion of materials and components, industrial use of water, 
installed power equipment, the output of individual products, 
and the processes employed in metal fabricating. The in- 
dustry tables will be more extensive and will be accompanied 
by more explanatory material. Data by industry will begin 
to be available in late 1955, and most of the information by 
industry and by State will be published by mid-1956. Sub- 
ject reports will follow in the latter part of 1956. 

The 1954 Census of Mineral Industries, providing data on 
mines, quarries, and oil and gas establishments for the con- 
tinental United States, Alaska and Hawaii, is a mail canvass 
and is being conducted jointly with the Bureau of Mines. Pre- 
liminary reports, by industry, will appear in late 1955. Final 
reports, by industry, State and subject, will be published in 
1956. 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Business and Defense Services Administration 
Construction statistics 


A major increase for improvement and expansion of the 
Government’s construction statistics was included in the 
1956 Budget estimate of the Business and Defense Services 
Administration, under the appropriation item for “Industry 
divisions.” The request would have increased the funds avail- 
able for this program from approximately $140,000 in fiscal 
year 1955 to $940,000 in fiscal 1956, to provide for specific 
projects directed toward improving the soundness and re- 
liability of existing series on new construction activity and 
initiating series on expenditures for alterations and repairs, 
materials requirements, and residential vacancies. The final 
1956 appropriation was $50,000 less than for 1955, and allows 
no increase for the construction statistics program. 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Office of Business Economics 


The 1956 Budget estimate of $1,000,000 contained an in- 
crease of $100,000 for improvement of the national income 
and product accounts—primarily to expedite use in the ac- 
counts of the results of the economic censuses being taken this 
year. The House committee allowed an increase of $75,000 to 
OBE, but for a totally different purpose—‘to finance a 
special study of unemployment throughout the country.” In 
the Senate and in the final bill funds for OBE were kept at the 
1955 level. No major changes will be made in the OBE pro- 
gram during fiscal year 1956. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 
Public Health Service 
National Office of Vital Statistics 


The 1956 Budget estimate of $1,395,000 included an in- 
crease of $100,000 for the National Office of Vital Statistics, 
which was granted in full by the Congress. 

The most important feature of the NOVS program in 1956 
will be the attempt to reduce the time lag in publication of 
vital statistics reports, and return annual statistical publica- 
tions to their pre-1950 schedule. 

Birth statistics will be tabulated from 100 percent of the 
registrations for 1955, instead of the 50 percent sample which 
has been used in tabulations for the years 1951-54. During 
the fiscal year 1956, however, the processing of 1955 statistics 
will be carried only into the card preparation phase, and tabu- 
lation and publication will follow in fiscal year 1957. It is 
planned to derive birth statistics for the years 1956 to 1958 
from tabulations of 50 percent of the registrations, and to 
base those for 1955 and 1959-61 upon 100 percent of the 
registrations. 

Studies in 1956 of “multiple” or associated cause-of-death 
classifications will be directed toward the possible design and 
development of cyclical tabulations and publication in the 
future, and toward exploration of the special needs of research 
and program direction in public health. 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 


The 1956 appropriation of $6,065,000 includes increases of 
$715,000 for an expanded program of studies in the fields of 
employment statistics and manpower analysis out of a total 
increase of $1,011,000 requested for this purpose. Other in- 
creases requested for 1956, denied by the Congress, were 
planned for expansion of the community wage program, an 
annual summary of industrial relations developments, new 
studies in the field of construction (principally, revised esti- 
mates of labor requirements for new construction, and annual 
surveys of residential builders’ operations and of basic housing 
characteristics), expanded statistics on work injuries, and new 
studies of workmen’s compensation administration. 

Employment statistics and manpower studies. The increase of 
$715,000 for work in this area will be used for the following 
projects: 

1. Additional grants to State agencies for the improvement 
of area employment and earnings series, principally in Il- 
linois, Ohio and Texas. In addition, the BLS will begin the 
transfer of the national labor turnover sample to the States, 
which will be accomplished for approximately 20 States in 
fiscal year 1956. Expanded State samples are expected to 
permit the release by State agencies of turnover statistics 
for major local areas. 

2. Development of a series on overtime hours worked in 
manufacturing industries. Publishable indexes on overtime 
hours will not be available until late in the fiscal year, al- 
though initial collection will occur in January 1956 when new 
employment and earnings questionnaires will be introduced. 

3. Development of additional industry detail on employ- 
ment, hours and earnings for selected nonmanufacturing in- 
dustries, primarily finance and service. 

4. Developing analyses of the characteristics of unemploy- 
ment and of the unemployed. This is to be accomplished in 
part through analysis of the unemployed. This is to be ac- 
complished in part through analysis of a small sample of the 
insured unemployed, in part through the addition of questions 
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to the Current Population Survey conducted by the Census 
Bureau, and through other specially designed studies. In 
this program the BLS will attempt to assess the effect on the 
volume of unemployment of such factors as seasonal fluctua- 
tions, casual or intermittent employment, job changing by 
new entrants to the labor force, employment declines in de- 
pressed areas and industries, structural changes in the econ- 
omy, etc. Not all studies will be completed in fiscal year 1956; 
some will represent only pilot work leading to more compre- 
hensive and definitive studies to be proposed in the future. 

5. Work on a new edition of the Occupational Outlook 
Handbook. The preparation of new statements on all fields 
of work to be covered by the Handbook will continue through 
March 1957, with publication of the new edition scheduled for 
early fall in 1957. Results of the occupational research will be 
published periodically, perhaps quarterly, during the period 
in which the occupational statements are in preparation for 
inclusion later in the Handbook. 

Wages and industrial relations. The program in this area will 
not differ in essentials from that conducted in fiscal year 1955. 
However, with the amendment of the Fair Labor Standards 
Act to provide for an increase in the Federal minimum wage 
rate from 75 cents to $1.00 per hour, a program of studies on 
the effects of this increase will be inaugurated. The Wage 
and Hour and Public Contracts Divisions and the BLS are 
now considering plans for such studies, to begin in fiscal year 
1956 and continue into the next fiscal year. 

Industrial injuries. No new work will be undertaken in this 
field. It is expected that resources will permit the addition of 
two States to the Federal-State cooperative program of injury 
statistics. 

Prices and cost of living. No essential change will occur in 
this program during fiscal year 1956. The BLS will publish 
actual retail prices for perhaps as many as 150 commodities 
for 10 of the cities included in the Consumer Price Index. 
Work will continue on the preparation and release of a whole- 
sale price index series built on an economic classification, in 
which commodities will be classified as raw or crude, semi- 
finished, and finished. The first release will include monthly 
data back to January 1947. In fiscal 1955 several local pilot 
surveys were made of current consumer purchases as a check 
on the sample of stores included in the Consumer Price Index 
and to measure quantitatively the effect on the CPI of the 
rapidly increasing numbers of “discount” stores. Surveys of 
this type will be continued in fiscal year 1956. 

Other programs. No changes are anticipated in the BLS 
programs concerned with productivity, foreign labor condi- 
tions or construction statistics. Plans provide for extension of 
productivity indexes for manufacturing through 1953 and for 
reconciliation of basic data with statistics developed in the 
1954 Census of Manufactures. 

Some idea of the possible application of automatic tech- 
nology will be obtained from a limited number of case studies 
of automation. 

The BLS will also contribute to the Department of Labor 
programs relating to (1) employment problems of the older 
worker, and (2) developing skills of the work force. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
Internal Revenue Service 


Statistical Reporting 


No increase was requested in 1956 for the statistical re- 
porting services of the Internal Revenue Service, which pro- 
vide the tabulations of income tax returns used as bench- 
marks for most current series on the financial condition of 


business and for major components of the national income and 
product accounts. As a result of savings made possible through 
use of the Univac in tabulating the tax returns, however, a 
reduction of $103,000 was made in funds available for 1956. 


FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 
Financial reports 


The 1956 Budget estimate of $268,000 included an increase 
of $135,000 for improvements in the financial reports program 
conducted jointly by FTC and the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. The increase was planned to permit expansion 
of the program to include mining and trade corporations, to 
make possible preparation and publication of preliminary esti- 
mates, and to institute a new sample. The $60,000 increase 
made available for this program in 1956 will permit institu- 
tion of the new sample, but will not be sufficient to extend the 
program this year to include mining and trade corporations. 


SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 


Preparation of operational and business reports 


The 1956 Budget estimate of $160,000 for this item included 
an increase of $34,000 for statistical activities to permit im- 
provement of the SEC estimates of savings and of expendi- 
tures on plant and equipment; and to finance the SEC portion 
of the FTC-SEC financial reports program to include mining 
and trade corporations. Although inclusion of the mining and 
trade corporations will not be possible this year, the increase 
available will provide for a survey of savings in the form of 
pension funds, a survey of factors affecting business decisions 
on plant and equipment expenditures, study of the cost of 
flotation of securities issues, and some improvements in the 
manufacturing portion of the financial reports program. 


Joint Ecomonic Committee Hearings on FRB 
Task Force Reports 


The Subcommittee on Economic Statistics of the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Economic Report held hearings on July 19 and 
26 on the reports of the first two of the five task groups es- 
tablished by the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System. The task groups were established at the subcom- 
mittee’s request to evaluate statistical information available 
in the fields of savings, business inventories, and business and 
consumer expectations. 

The task group studying statistics of Plant and Equip- 
ment Expenditure Expectations met in panel discussion with 
the subcommittee on July 19, in the first public presentation 
of their findings. Their report presents a number of recom- 
mendations for improving estimates of anticipated expendi- 
tures on plant and equipment, and suggests additional series 
which should be explored. Members of the task force are: 
George Terborgh (chairman), Research Director of the 
Machinery and Allied Products Institute; Walter Hoadley, 
Armstrong Cork Company; Irwin Friend, University of 
Pennsylvania; Miles L. Colean, consulting economist; 
William Butler, Chase National Bank; and Paul Simpson, 
Federal Reserve Board. 

The task group studying Savings Statistics presented its 
findings to the subcommittee on July 26. Their report con- 
tains a section on the concepts and objectives of statistics of 
savings, a description of existing savings statistics in the 
United States, and recommendations for improving our sav- 
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ings statistics. Members of this task group are: Raymond W. 
Goldsmith (chairman), of R. W. Goldsmith Associates, Inc.; 
Solomon Barkin, Textile Workers Union of America; Simon 
Kuznets, Johns Hopkins University and National Bureau of 
Economic Research; James J. O’Leary, Life Insurance As- 
sociation of America; Roy L. Reierson, Bankers Trust Co.; 
Edward Shaw, Brookings Institution and Stanford Univer- 
sity; and Dorothy 8S. Projector, Federal Reserve Board. 
Representative Bolling, Chairman of the Subcommittee 
on Economic Statistics, expressed his confidence that the 
findings of these experts will represent an important contri- 
bution to the knowledge and understanding of the problems 
of data collection and interpretation, and will serve both the 
subcommittee and the Congress as a basis for improvement 
of statistical programs. 
JoHN LEHMAN, Clerk, 
Joint Committee on the Economic Report, 
U.S. Congress 


Census Reports on Nativity, Industry, Fertility, 
and Marital Status 


The Bureau of the Census has recently issued four Series 
P-E reports based on special tabulations and analyses of data 
from the 1950 Census of Population, providing more detailed 
cross classifications than have previously been published. 
In addition to the reports described below, Series P-E re- 
ports on occupation, families, and population mobility are in 
preparation. 

“Nativity and Parentage” (Series P-E No. 3A) shows 
characteristics of the white population classified as native 
of native parentage, native of foreign or mixed parentage, 
and foreign born. These characteristics include age, sex, 
marital status, years of school completed, employment status, 
occupation, and income. Additional data are presented on 
country of origin of the foreign white stock and on charac- 
teristics of persons with selected countries of origin. Data on 
certain subjects are presented for regions, divisions, States, 
standard metropolitan areas, and large cities. Some of the 
figures are based on complete counts and some on the 20- 
percent sample. 

“Tndustrial Characteristics” (Series P-E, No. 1D) pre- 
sents national data on selected characteristics of men and 
women workers in each of the 146 categories of the detailed 
industrial classification system used in the 1950 Population 
Census. The characteristics include urban-rural residence, 
race, age, class of worker, major occupation group, and hours 
worked during the census week for employed persons; and 
weeks worked in 1949 and income in 1949 for the experienced 
civilian labor force. The report also presents statistics on the 
race, age, hours worked, and weeks worked of the men and 
women in each of the four class-of-worker categories, i.e., 
private wage and salary workers, government workers, self- 
employed workers, and unpaid family workers. The data are 
based on a 344 percent sample. 

“Fertility” (Series P-E, No. 5C) presents statistics on 
women in 5-year age groups by number of children ever born 
and by number of children under 5 years of age. At the na- 
tional level these data are shown by color, marital status, and 
urban-rural residence in relation to duration of marriage, 
labor force status of the woman, years of school completed by 
the woman, and occupation of the husband. Fertility data are 
given for women of Spanish surname in five Southwestern 
States and data on children ever born are presented for women 
in each State by urban-rural residence, with color for selected 
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areas. The appendix contains materials on the quality of the 
data. Most of the figures in the report are based on a sample 
which varies from 314 percent to less than one percent, with 
an average of about 2.4 percent. 

“Duration of Current Martial Status” (Series P-E, No. 
2E) provides statistics on social and economic characteristics 
of women who had been married once, remarried, separated, 
divorced, or widowed for specified periods of time before the 
date of the 1950 Census. These characteristics include color, 
farm residence, number of times married, age at marriage 
(separation, divorce, or widowhood), age of husband at 
marriage, number of children ever born, years of school com- 
pleted, and labor force status. The figures are shown for the 
United States as a whole and are based on the same sample 
as the fertility report. 

Copies of these reports are for sale by the Superintendent 
of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington 
25, D. C. The prices are $1.50 for Series P-E, No. 3A, “Na- 
tivity and Parentage’’; 55 cents for Series P-E, No. 1D, “In- 
dustrial Characteristics”; $1.00 for Series P-E, No. 5C, 
“Fertility”; and 40 cents for Series P-E, No. 2E, ‘‘Duration 
of Current Marital Status.” 

—Paut C. GLick, 

Population and Housing Division, 

Bureau of the Census, 

Department of Commerce 


New BES Reporting Program on Claimant Char- 
acteristics 


Detailed information on the personal and economic charac- 
teristics of unemployed persons filing claims for unemploy- 
ment insurance will soon be available on a monthly basis as a 
result of a new reporting program of the Federal-State em- 
ployment security system. The first reports to be submitted 
by State employment security agencies are due in the national 
office of the Bureau of Employment Security in early October 
and will relate to the month (5 weeks) ending with the week 
containing the 12th of September. Following a test-check 
period, first publication of summary data is expected by the 
end of November. 

The program will be based on a nationwide sample of one 
percent. The reports will contain individual line-item entries 
for each claimant in the sample, covering all claims transac- 
tions under the three unemployment insurance programs 
operated by State employment security agencies: State un- 
employment insurance, unemployment compensation for 
Federal employees, and unemployment compensation for 
veterans. 

Information to be obtained from this program, as Under 
Secretary of Labor Larson pointed out in describing the new 
system to State employment security administrators, is 
designed primarily to aid in the development of national 
policies and programs for dealing with unemployment. It 
will provide the factual base needed for such measures as 
promoting suitable employment opportunities, helping to 
guide Federal economic policies, encouraging necessary train- 
ing programs, analyzing the causes of unemployment, and 
developing recommendations for improving unemployment 
insurance. A basic purpose of the information is to enhance 
public understanding of the nature and significance of cur- 
rent unemployment problems. In addition, it is expected that 
the data from the survey will permit various by-product 
analyses leading to some refinement in the overall statistics 
on insured unemployment which are now regularly released 


. by the BES. 


| 
4 


The following items of information will be reported on 
personal and economic characteristics of claimants in the 
sample, with most of the data obtained when the new claim 
is filed: Social Security number and name; sex and veteran 
status; age (year of birth); marital status; occupational 
group; industry (3 digits for manufacturing, 2 for non- 
manufacturing); total base period wages to extent available; 
weekly benefit amount; potential duration (weeks) of bene- 
fit payments; duration of insured unemployment (weeks 
since initial claim filed); number of persons in claimant’s 
family (optional); number of persons in family who are work- 
ing (optional); and whether claimant is normally principal 
or secondary wage earner (optional). 

Examination of the type of information to be collected, 
as listed above, indicates the extensive possibilities for cur- 
rent analysis and special studies on the basis of this new re- 
porting program. Analyses will be made by occupation, in- 
dustry, age, sex, duration of unemployment and marital 
status, as well as by cross-classifications of these characteris- 
tics. In presenting the characteristics data on a current basis, 
attention is expected to be given primarily to initial claims 
(representing new spells of unemployment), insured unem- 
ployment for the week ending nearest the 15th (for compar- 
ability with Census data), and terminations of claims series 
(exhaustions, disqualifications, and voluntary dropouts). If 
adequate information is provided on the several optional 
items, additional analysis can be made by size of family, and 
the number of wage earners in the family. 

—Louis Levine, Assistant Director, 
Bureau of Employment Security, 
Department of Labor 


Average Retail Prices for Commodities and Serv- 
ices in the CPI 


The Bureau of Labor Statistics has issued Bulletin 1182, en- 
titled “Average Retail Prices: Collection and Calculation 
Techniques and Problems.” This bulletin represents the 


first publication by the BLS of average retail prices for a 
comprehensive list of the commodities and services priced for 
the Consumer Price Index, in addition to foods, fuels, and 
rents. Average prices in 10 large cities are presented for 
quarterly dates from December 1952 to December 1954 for 
approximately 125 items. These items were selected from the 
full list of items in the following index groups: housing (re- 
pairs and maintenance, household textiles, floor covering and 
furniture, appliances and other housewares, and household 
operation), apparel, transportation, medical care, personal 
care, reading and recreation, and other goods and services. 
The 10 large cities for which these basic data are presented 
are: Atlanta, Baltimore, Chicago, Cincinnati, Detroit, Los 
Angeles, New York, Philadelphia, St. Louis, and San Fran- 
cisco. 

The absence of actual retail prices on a comprehensive 
basis has long been one of the serious gaps in basic source 
materials for economic studies. Their publication has been 
urged by the Office of Statistical Standards of the Budget 
Bureau and many organizations and individuals for many 
years. It is expected that this bulletin will provide at least 
some of the data needed for various kinds of marketing, de- 
mand, and consumption studies. 

Sections of the bulletin contain discussion of the complex 
préblems involved in the collection of retail prices, with em- 
phasis on quality identification. Brief descriptions are also 
given of the methods used to select cities, items, and outlets. 
Students of price history may be particularly interested in an 
appendix in which the basic retail price data collected by 
BLS in shipbuilding cities during World War I have been 
summarized. 

Copies of Bulletin 1182, ‘““Average Retail Prices,” may be 
purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., at 55 cents a 
copy. 

—ErueEt D. Hoover, Chief, 
Branch of Consumer Prices, 
Division of Prices and Cost of Living, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Department of Labor 


THE FUTURE ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION WILL BE HELD AS FOLLOWS: 


1955 
New York City 


1956—Detroit, Mich. 


Headquarters 


1957—Atlantic City, N. J. Hotel Ambassador 


1958—Chicago 


Hotel Biltmore 


Hotel Sheraton-Cadillac 


Dates 


December 27-30, 1955 
September 7-10, 1956 
Second week in September 


Christmas Week 
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Samuel Weiss died on July 23, 1955 at the age of 
forty-five. With his passing, the statistical community 
has lost one of its prominent members. 

His impact upon statistics was strong and wide. As 
an advisor and counsellor, he helped shape statistical 
policy in agencies of the United States and the Puerto 
Rican governments; as an organizer and coordinator, 
he was instrumental in the development of professional 
organizations; as an inspiring leader, he supervised and 
guided the professional work of numerous statisticians; 
and as a teacher, he had a strong influence upon the 
professional development of his students. In each of his 
varied roles, he was, to some extent, a “statistical 
statesman” exhibiting skill in dealing with the affairs 
of the statistical community, with an eye for the essen- 
tial, and a vision which reached far into the future. 

In Samuel Weiss were combined qualities rarely 
found in one statistician. He was a technician and ad- 
ministrator, a theorist and practitioner, an analyst and 
interpretor. Broadness of scope was characteristic of 
him and his influence was felt in many areas. His great- 
est interest probably was in statistical techniques and 
he was most gratified when the American Statistical 
Association made him a Fellow with special recognition 
“for his impact on statistical techniques.” 

It was through speech and action that Mr. Weiss 
exerted great influence upon the statistical community. 
He taught at the American University, at the Graduate 
School of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, and at 
the Catholic University of America. It was here that 
he brought his scientific knowledge, practical ability, 
and desire for high statistical standards directly to the 
students. He was one of those naturally gifted educators 
wholike to teach and who are liked as teachers. Mr. Weiss 
delivered several papers at meetings of the American 
Statistical Association, dealing with such topics as 
establishment sampling, employment statistics and 
capacity measurement, and he spoke at innumerable 
meetings and gatherings of statisticians. A dynamic 
person, his life was characterized by action. 

The major part of Mr. Weiss’ professional life was 
devoted to government service. He began his profes- 
sional career in the Pennsylvania State Department of 
Welfare in the 1930’s. During the Second World War 
he served with the War Manpower Commission. In 
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1946, he joined the Bureau of Labor Statistics in the 
U.S. Department of Labor, where he was instrumental 
in developing the Federal-State Employment Statistics 
Program which is so firmly established today. Not only 
did he institute new high standards in the field of em- 
ployment statistics, but later, as Chief Statistician of 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, he contributed to the 
advancement of statistical work in the Bureau and in 
other agencies of the Federal Government. Today and 
for years to come, many statistical programs of the 
Federal Government will bear the mark of Mr. Weiss’ 
administrative and technical abilities. During the last 
year of his life, he organized and headed a private re- 
search organization. 

The American Statistical Association, to which Sam 
Weiss devoted so much of his time, interest and energy, 
has a special reason to be grateful for his services. As 
executive director for the past six years, he was instru- 
mental in expanding the activities of the Association 
to their present high levels. Earlier this year, he could 
report that ‘The American Statistical Association now 
has the largest membership and the largest financial 
surplus in its history.” 

In addition to his association with the American 
Statistical Association, Mr. Weiss was a member of 
various professional organizations. He was a secretary 
of the Allied Social Sciences Association and a Fellow 
of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science. In 1949 and 1953 he was a representative to the 
International Statistical Institute. 

Sam Weiss came to this country from Russia as a 
boy. Later he attended the University of Michigan 
where he earned his BA and MA degrees. He travelled 
a hard road up and always remained hard-working and 
fast-moving. Rarely satisfied with a single outlet for 
his abilities, he fitted a full life’s activity into a short 
span. Samuel Weiss was of high intellectual capabilities 
yet unassuming. His quick penetration of difficult prob- 
lems was unusual; his zeal and energy in behalf of the 
profession he loved were outstanding. He was a man of 
imagination with an ability to improvise. A warm 
friend, a stimulating associate, a friendly person with a 
sense of humor, Samuel Weiss will be remembered for 
a long time. 

F. K. 


\ 
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DIFFUSION INDEXES: 


In the preceding issue of The American Statistician 
Arthur Broida analyzes some of the characteristics of 
diffusion indexes, especially their relation to rates of 
change in economic aggregates, and raises some ques- 
tions concerning their potential value for business 
forecasting. Coincidentally an analysis of the latter 
problem by Milton Lipton appeared in The Business 
Record (June 1955) of the National Industrial Con- 
ference Board. These contributions prompt me to make 
some observations. 


1. Diffusion Indexes and Rates of Change 


I believe it has been clearly established by the tests 
we have made at the National Bureau, by the work in 
Germany at the IFO-Institute, by Lipton’s examina- 
tion of production, price, and sales aggregates', and by 
Broida’s analysis of the Federal Reserve production 
index that certain types of diffusion indexes, namely 
those computed by taking directions of change over 
identical intervals in the components of economic 
aggregates, are closely correlated with the rates of 
change in the corresponding aggregates. Under these 
circumstances it is possible to get a fairly good estimate 
of the current level of a diffusion index from the 
corresponding rate of change, or a fairly good estimate 
of the current rate of change from the corresponding 
diffusion index, and there are occasions when such 
estimates are of interest. Millard Hastay, for example, 
has made use of the latter route in his analysis of the 
Dun and Bradstreet surveys, where data on anticipa- 
tions are given only in terms of diffusion indexes.? 
The Munich Institute has done the same thing with 
their surveys in order to get prompt and relatively 
inexpensive estimates of aggregates.® 

Nevertheless, one must not forget that a high corre- 
lation is not the same as an identity; there may be 
systematic and significant differences between highly 


1 The Business Record, June 1954. 

2 Millard Hastay, ‘“‘The Dun and Bradstreet Surveys of 
Businessmen’s Expectations,’’ Proceedings of the Business and 
Economic Statistics Section, 114th Annual Meeting of the 
American Statistical Association, Montreal, Canada, Septem- 
ber 1954. 

3 Oskar Anderson, Jr., ‘‘The Business Test of the IFO In- 
stitute for Economic Research, Munich, and Its Theoretical 
Model,”’ Review of the International Statistical Institute, Vol. 
20, pp. 1-17, 1952. 
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correlated variables. Mr. Broida’s paper raises the 
question, at least implicitly, what these differences, if 
any, are, and hence whether there is any point in 
compiling diffusion indexes when economic aggregates 
and their rates of change are readily available. I think 
there are good reasons for doing so. 

One of the fundamental features of our economic 
system is that economic movements spread from one 
firm to another, from one industry to another, from one 
region to another, and from one economic process to 
another. Moreover, these spreading movements cumu- 
late over time. This being so, it is desirable to have 
measures showing how this spreading and cumulation 
goes on. A diffusion index is just such a measure. The 
rate of change in the usual sort of aggregate is not, 
even though it may be closely correlated with a 
diffusion index. This follows from the fact that the 
rate of change in an aggregate is independent of the 
economic units or components into which the aggregate 
may conceivably be divided and among which the 
spreading and cumulation of economic change goes on; 
the rate of change can be computed without specifying 
the unit, the diffusion index cannot. In other words, 
one cannot construct a diffusion index without deciding 
whether the unit should be the firm, the industry, the 
region, or the economic process. It therefore focuses 
attention on the economic entities whose activities are 
added up to form an aggregate. 

More than that, a diffusion index focuses attention 
on the interrelations among these activities, for it 
provides a simple measure of intercorrelation. For 
example, we have found that diffusion indexes for 
output and employment in durable goods industries 
have larger amplitudes than indexes for nondurable 
goods industries. This is a direct observation to the 
effect that the durable goods industries tend to keep 
in step with one another more closely than the non- 
durables. This behavior clearly has an effect on the 
movement of aggregate indexes of output or employ- 
ment in durable goods and in nondurable goods; it 
contributes to the more rapid rates of change typically 
shown by durable goods indexes. But from the rates of 
change in the aggregate indexes themselves it would be 
a most uncertain inference that the movements’ in the 
durable goods industries are more closely intercorre- 
lated than those in the nondurable goods industries, 
for it is also true that most individual durables show 
wider relative changes than nondurables, and _ this 
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might be responsible for the behavior of the aggre- 
gates. On the other hand, the less rapid rates of change 
in the nondurable industries could not be responsible 
for the behavior of the diffusion indexes, since they are 
constructed without reference to the size of the change 
in the component industries. 

As this example illustrates, diffusion indexes have 
enabled us to discover and establish certain facts about 
the behavior of the economy that we had not found by 
rather extensive studies of rates of change in economic 
aggregates. Another example: our studies of diffusion 
indexes support the broad statement that the scope of 
a business cycle expansion or contraction invariably 
diminishes toward the end of the expansion or contrac- 
tion. In our experience the factual evidence would not 
warrant a similar statement regarding rates of change 
in most economic aggregates; the evidence, particu- 
larly for expansions, is far more equivocal and con- 
flicting.* Again, we have found from study of diffusion 
indexes that the scope of a contraction in its early 
stages is roughly correlated with the magnitude of the 
contraction. Perhaps something similar is true for the 
rates of change in the various available aggregates— 
after all, they are correlated with diffusion indexes. 
But I believe that some analytical significance attaches 
to the finding apart from whether the phenomenon is 
reflected in rates of change. For instance, it underlines 
the importance of policies that promptly have a 
general effect on the economy, as well as the importance 
of knowing how general the effects of various types of 
policy are. 

It is possible, too, that consideration of the kind of 
information utilized in diffusion indexes will contribute 
to the further development of certain business cycle 
theories, such as the acceleration principle which has 
ordinarily been formulated and tested in terms of the 
rate of change in aggregate output. For it seems likely 
that, in so far as business firms vary their investment 
with the rate of change in output, it is the rate of change 
in their own output, not that in aggregate output, to 
which they react. And since the reaction to a decrease 
in output cannot, in general, be equal and opposite to 
the reaction to an increase in output, it is important to 
know something about the distribution of increases and 


4 Some observations on the difficulties of reaching a conclu- 
sion with respect to the cyclical patterns in rates of change 
may be found in Arthur F. Burns and Wesley C. Mitchell, 
Measuring Business Cycles (1946), pp. 157-160, 251-252, 343- 
349. Factual evidence on the matter is provided in Thor Hult- 
gren, American Transportation in Prosperity and Depression 
(1948), pp. 157-163; Moses Abramovitz, Inventories and Busi- 
ness Cycles (1950), Chapter 15; Wesley C. Mitchell, What Hap- 
pens during Business Cycles (1951), pp. 296-305; Geoffrey H. 
Moore, ‘‘Business Cycles and the Labor Market,’’ Monthly 
Labor Review, March 1955, pp. 288-292; and Ruth P. Mack, 
Consumption and Business Fluctuations (NBER, in press). 
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decreases among firms.’ A diffusion index may not 
provide all the required information, but it does supple- 
ment significantly the information provided by the 
rate of change in aggregate output. 

The relationships between diffusion indexes and 
rates of change are far from simple, and one cannot 
always make a choice, as Broida appears to do, in 
favor of the rate of change simply because it includes 
information that is not utilized in the diffusion index. 
The additional information may obscure rather than 
clarify, or it may be more useful when considered 
separately from the information provided by a diffusion 
index. Indeed, as I have already noted, it is equally 
true that a diffusion index contains additional informa- 
tion, information that cannot be inferred from the rate 
of change. Clearly, however, we need to know more 
about these relationships. In the course of our re- 
searches a number of puzzling phenomena have ap- 
peared. Some are illustrated in Chart 1. 

Here the diffusion indexes are plotted in cumulative 
form, for readier comparison with the related aggre- 
gates (alternatively, the first differences might be com- 
pared—i.e. the diffusion index proper with the rate of 
change in the aggregate). For production two types of 
diffusion index are presented, one with the firm and the 
other with the industry as the unit; for new orders, the 
firm is the unit. The production diffusion index based 
on the 26 industry components of the FRB index is 
perhaps a trifle smoother than the corresponding 
aggregate, and its cyclical turns are more sharply 
defined. The earlier turns in the cumulated diffusion 
index than in the aggregate index are probably acci- 
dental; we have observed no such tendency in the inter- 
war period. 

The production diffusion index computed from indi- 
vidual firm reports (obtained by the National Associa- 
tion of Purchasing Agents) is notably smoother than 
the industry diffusion index or the production index, 
though it faithfully reproduces the cyclical swings. A 
similar freedom from erratic movements is exhibited 
by the diffusion indexes for new orders, especially in 
comparison with the Department of Commerce aggre- 
gate. It is curious, too, that the purchasing agents’ 
surveys show no regular seasonal variations. Whence 
these differences between aggregates and diffusion 
indexes? Various hypotheses might be offered and 
investigated, but until this is done I should not regard 
the differences as trivial, even from the standpoint of 
business forecasting, which was Broida’s main concern. 


5 See Arthur F. Burns’ review of Hicks’ theory of the trade 
cycle, reprinted in The Frontiers of Economic Knowledge (1954), 


pp. 248-50. 
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Chart 1 


Diffusion Indexes and Economic Aggregates 
Production and Orders 
Production 


Index (1947-49 = 100) 


Cumulcted net per cent expanding, 
26 industry components of FRB index 


Cumulated net per cent expanding, 
National Association of Purchasing Agents 


Per cent 
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Cumulated net per cent expanding, 
National Association of Purchasing Agents 


Cumulated net per cént expanding, 
metal-working plants, Purchasing News 


1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 


® Adjusted for seasonal variation. 
@ Specific cycle peaks and troughs. 


The cumulated net per cent expanding is obtained by cumulating from month to month the 
excess (+ or —) of the per cent increasing over the per cent decreasing. 


2. Diffusion Indexes and Business Forecasting 


Broida and Lipton both reach somewhat negative 
conclusions as to the value of diffusion indexes for 
business forecasting. Broida bases his case largely on 
the ground that “historical’’ diffusion indexes—which 
seem to have useful properties for forecasting—cannot 
be reproduced currently, while “current” diffusion 
indexes do not have any more forecasting value than 
the rate of change in aggregates, which isn’t much. 


Lipton examines the behavior of a “current” diffusion 
index during 1921-39, and finds that its erratic fluctua- 
tions “‘tended to obscure whatever lead it evidenced at 
business cycle turning points,” although it did “suc- 
cessfully mark each of the nine turning points.” 
He concludes that “the diffusion index, while admit- 
tedly an imperfect mechanism for forecasting cyclical 
fluctuations, is a useful analytical tool for identifying 
current and near-term business trends.” 

The National Bureau’s investigations of diffusion 
indexes have as their basic objective the discovery and 
verification of significant generalizations about busi- 
ness cycle phenomena. If such generalizations are 
discovered, they ought to be useful in forecasting. But 
there is often a long and tortuous road between scientif- 
ic generalization and successful practical application, 
and even the ultimate application may not come to 
much. 

I have already indicated some of the generalizations 
about the behavior of diffusion indexes that are sug- 
gested by the evidence so far assembled. The two most 
important, in my judgment, are: (1) cyclical expan- 
sions or contractions in aggregate activity diminish in 
scope before they come to an end; (2) contractions that 
ultimately become severe are widespread in their early 
stages. I have examined much of the evidence for these 
generalizations in my paper, “The Diffusion of Business 
Cycles,’’* and there is no need to repeat it here. In the 
end they may or may not prove of much help to the 


- practical forecaster and they may, of course, be modi- 


fied or extended in the course of further investigation. 

Apart from this, there are a few points that the 
practical forecaster should bear in mind as he studies 
Broida’s and Lipton’s evaluations. Broida draws a 
distinction between “historical” and ‘‘current” diffu- 
sion indexes. Various devices have enabled us to 
approximate, on a ‘‘current”’ basis, the so-called “‘histor- 
ical” indexes based on the identification of specific 
cycle turns in individual component series. None of 
these devices are fully successful in reproducing exactly 
any given “historical” index. But this does not preclude 
the possibility that diffusion indexes can be con- 
structed that will enable one to make judgments as 
to what the comparative scope of the current cyclical 
movement is and whether it is increasing or receding— 
judgments that will correspond at least broadly to 
those that historical materials will subsequently pro- 
vide. If these questions can be answered affirmatively, 
there is some hope that the generalizations mentioned 
above may be applied in practice. 

I do not presume to know the final answer to these 
questions, but I do see grounds for optimism. For 
example, a table in “The Diffusion of Business Cycles” 


6 In Economics and the Public Interest, Robert A. Soto, (ed.), 
(Rutgers University Press, 1955). 
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shows the timing at successive business cycle turns 
over a 25-year period of a group of “historical” diffu- 
sion indexes and a group of ‘‘current”’ indexes. I believe 
the entries for the two groups are broadly similar from 
cycle to cycle, and both show a tendency to lead the 
turn in aggregate activity by six months to a year, as is 
suggested by Table 1 which gives the results for the 
production diffusion indexes. Possibly thesg timing 
entries overstate the similarity between the two 
types of indexes; there are also very considerable differ- 
ences between them. But there is at least this basic 
resemblance, which a practical forecaster may seek to 
improve upon. 

Some devices that may assist him in this process, 
which demonstrate further the affinity between 
‘historical’? and ‘‘current”’ indexes, are illustrated in 
Chart 2. At the top is the historical index par excellence, 
an index based on specific cycles identified in 705 
time series covering a wide variety of types of economic 
activity. The next line is constructed from 153 series 
covering a similar variety of activities. Here a series 
is said to be “expanding” in a given month if its level 
six months later is higher than its level six months 
earlier. That is, the entries are based on the familiar 
comparison with the same month of the previous year, 
and are centered in the middle of the interval. This 
too is an ‘historical’? index—at least, it is always six 
months out of date. But note also that it need never 


TABLE 1 
Timing of Production Diffusion Indexes at Business Cycle Peaks 
and Troughs, 1920-38, 1948-54 


Lead of Pro- 

duction Diffu- 
sion Indexes at 
Business Cycle 


Date of Specific Turn in 


| Production Diffusion Indexes 
Date of 


Turning | Business “Months 
Point Turn® 
“Historical” “Current” torr 
Peak Jan. 1920 | July 1919 | July 1919 —6| -6 
Trough July 1921 | Dec. 1920 | Sep. 1920 —7 | —10 
Peak | May 1923 | Nov. 1922 | June 1922 —6/ -11 
Trough | July 1924 | June 1924 | June 1924 —-1}; -1 
Peak | Oct. 1926 | Dec. 1924 | Dec. 1924 | —22| —22 
Trough | Nov. 1927 | Sep. 1927 | Sep. 1927 —2| -2 
Peak | June 1929 | Nov. 1928 | Aug. 1928 —7 | -—10 
Trough | Mar. 1933 | Feb. 1932 | Aug. 1930 | —13 | —31 
Peak | May 1937 | June 1936 | Oct. 1936 | —11, —7 
Trough | June 1938 | Oct. 1937 | Dec. 1937 —-8| -6 
Peak —— Nov. 1948 | Nov. 1947 —12 
Trough Oct. 1949 Feb. 1949 | —8 
Peak = July 1953 | Sep. 1952 —10 
Trough | Aug. 1954 | Sep. 1953 —11 


* NBER chronology; the peak of February 1945 and the 
trough of October 1945 are omitted. 

Source: ‘‘The Diffusion of Business Cycles,’’ op. cit., Table 
2. Entry for 1954 has been added. 
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be more than six months out of date, aside from lags in 
publication of data. Moreover, although “six months 
ago’’ may seem like history to a forecaster, he may find 
it worthwhile to give up some degree of currency in 
his information in exchange for other valuable con- 
siderations, many of which are evident in the chart. 

The third line illustrates the use of shorter intervals 
than tWelve months for determining whether a series 
is expanding or contracting, and the use of different 
intervals for different series. The shorter interval 
permits more up-to-date results, but at the price of 
greater erratic fluctuations in the index (the smaller 
number of series than in the top two indexes is also a 
factor). The varying interval (shorter intervals for 
smoother series) helps to prevent widespread erratic 
fluctuations, such as might be caused by a strike, 
from influencing the index, and hence contributes to 
its smoothness. 

The fourth line illustrates the average duration of 
run device, which was used by Lipton in his evaluation. 
This type of index is ordinarily somewhat smoother 
that the simple percentage expanding based on the 
same data, but is more complicated to compute and to 
explain, and it often lags by a month or two behind 
the latter. The reason for the lag is implicit in the 
theory underlying the duration of run statistic. In the 
simple percent expanding each successive change in a 
given series from month to month (or longer interval 
if that is used) is accorded equal weight; in effect, a 
rise is counted +1, a decline —1, and the sum of the 
rises divided by the number of series is the proportion 
expanding. In the duration of run, the changes that 
occur later in a run of changes in the same direction are 
given greater weight, since longer runs are presumed to 
be more indicative of cyclical movements in the series. 
That is, the first rise is called a run of +1, the second 
+2, etc., while successive declines are designated —1, 
—2, etc. The average of these entries for a given month 
for the group of series is the average duration of run. 
The greater weight given to later movements produces 
the lag. 

Another scheme, suggested by Milton Friedman, is 
shown in line 5. Here a group of series that tend to lead 
in business cycle movements are shifted forward by 
the amount of their average lead (4 months), and com- 
bined with a group that typically move together with 
aggregate activity. One of its merits is that the shifting 
spreads the impact of short-run fluctuations that affect 
many series at the same time, so that the diffusion 
index is smoother than it otherwise would be. In so far 
as the leading series are faithful precursors of the other 
series, such an index can be extrapolated forward a few 
months on the basis of the former alone. 

The bottom pair of lines on the chart demonstrate 
still another device for constructing current diffusion 
indexes: the anticipation survey. Dun and Bradstreet 
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“Historical” 


. All- inclusive sample 
(per cent expanding based on specific cycles). = 


. 153 series cross-section sample 
(per cent expanding based on 12 month weterentel 


3. Business indicators 
(per cent exoanding based on various short intervals) 


5. Business indicators, leading series shifted forward 4 months 


(per cent expanding based on various short intervals) 


‘St ‘Se ‘23 "32 


Shaded areas represent contractions of business cycles; unshaded areas, expansions. 


make a survey every quarter of a sample of manufac- 
turing concerns, wholesalers and retailers. They ask 
whether sales, orders, employment, prices, profits, and 
inventories are up or down in the current quarter as 
compared with the same quarter a year ago. The gen- 
eral average of these results (omitting inventories), 
in terms of the percentage reporting increases, is the 
line labeled actual. Each point is plotted in the middle 
of the four quarter interval over which the comparison 
is made, just as in the 153 series index. The survey also 
asks about expected results in terms of a comparison 
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and ‘“‘Current” Diffusion Indexes 


15 series 


6. Dun and Bradstreet survey, general 
average (per cent expanding based 
on 4 quarter intervals) 
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of the second quarter ahead with the same quarter a 
year earlier. This result too we have centered in the 
middle of the year. Consequently the actual and ex- 
pected points plotted at a given date refer to compari- 
sons of the same quarters, although the expected figure 
was available six months earlier than the actual. Now 
the actuals trace a course that is very similar to that 
followed by the 153 series index. The expecteds do so 
also, although they display a tendency to lag behind 
the actuals by about one quarter, so that the effective 


Continued on page 30 
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Nore: The program listed below is accurate up to the time this issue went to press. However, changes between now and the time 
of the annual meeting are inevitable. Therefore, please be sure that you consult your official program (which will be issued to you 
at the time you register for the annual meeting) for exact information. 


Program of the 115th Annual Meeting of the 
AMERICAN STATISTICAL ASSOCIATION 


Hotel Biltmore, New York City, December 27—30, 1955 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27 


12:00 Noon Luncheon BUSINESS MEETING—SOCIAL STATISTICS SECTION 


12:00 Noon Luncheon STOCK MARKET OUTLOOK 
General Session—Joint with New York Society of Security Analysts 


Chairman: NaTHAN Bowen, New York Society of Security Analysts 
Speakers: ‘Railroads and the Stock Market”’ by Prerre R. Bretrey, Hayden Stone 
“The Future of Security Prices’? by SHELBY Cuttom Davis, Shelby Cullom Davis 
& Co. 


“The Economic Background of Stock Market Prices’’, Ropert WILKEs, Scudder, 
Stevens & Clark 

“The Future of Certain Groups of Security Prices’, by Richarp LAMBOURNE, 
Dodge & Cox 


2:00-4:00 P.M. STOCK MARKET OUTLOOK (Continued): THE FUTURE OF SOME INDUSTRIES 
General Session—Joint with New York Society of Security Analysts 


Chairman: LAWRENCE Kaun, A. G. Becker & Co. 


Speakers: ‘Retail Trade’ by JoserH Ga.ants, R. L. Day & Co. 
“Chemicals” by Joun F. Bonmratx, Clark, Dodge & Co. 
“Oils and Light Metals’? by Joun SpurDLE, Dominick & Dominick 


“The Impact of Taxes on Industry’? by WALTER Maynarp, Shearson, Hammill 
& Co. 


2:00-4:00 P.M. MEASUREMENT OF MANUFACTURING ACTIVITY ON AN INDUSTRY BASIS 
Business and Economic Statistics Section 


Chairman: Wa ter F. Ryan, Office of Statistical Standards 


Paper: ‘Statement of Criticisms of Industry Data and Summary of Changes Incorporated 
in Presentation of Industry Data in the 1954 Census of Manufactures’? by 
MaxweE R. Conkun, Bureau of the Census 


Discussion: Sotomon Fasricant, New York Univ. and National Bureau of Economic Research 
Lupwie S. HELLBoRN, General Motors Corporation 
M. A. ADELMAN, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
W. Duane Evans, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
V. S. Ko.esnixorr, Office of Statistical Standards 


2:00-4:00 P.M. FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND INTER-RELATIONSHIPS 
Business and Economic Statistics Section—American Finance Assn. 


Chairman: Rosert V. Roosa, Federal Reserve Bank of New York 


Papers: ‘Financial Intermediaries and the Savings-Investment Process” by Epwarp S8. 
Suaw and Joun Guriey, Brookings Institution 
‘Treasury Borrowing in Relation to Institutional Savings” by Duane SAUNDERS, 
Treasury Dept. 


Discussion: Leroy M. Piser, Aubrey G. Lanston & Co., Inc. 
Pau W. McCracken, University of Michigan 


2:00-4:00 P.M. CONTRIBUTIONS OF M. A. GIRSHICK TO MATHEMATICAL STATISTICS 
Institute of Mathematical Statistics—American Statistical Assn. 
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Tuesday, Dec. 27 


2:00-4:00 P.M. ADEQUACY OF PUBLIC BENEFIT PROGRAMS 
Social Statistics Section 


Chairman: Ewan CuiacuE, Bureau of Labor Statistics 


Papers: ‘Adjustments of Families to Income Reverses’? by DorotHy Brapy & PAuL 
Kerscusaum, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
“Some Recent Studies of Benefit Adequacy” by Puitie Boorn, Bureau of Employ- 
ment Security and Atv1n Davin, Bureau of Old Age & Survivors Insurance 
‘Long Term Principles of Adequacy—A Prognosis’? by W1LBuR CouEn, Dept. of 
Health, Education, and Welfare 
Discussion: Karu U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
LazarE TEPER, International Ladies Garment Workers Union 


4:00-6:00 P.M. THE FACTOR OF PROMPTNESS IN CURRENT ECONOMIC STATISTICS 
Business and Economic Statistics Section 


Chairman: Louis J. Parapiso, Department of Commerce 


Papers: ‘‘An Appraisal of the Speed-Up Program” Speaker to be Announced 
“Weekly Business Statistics’? by Leonarp Lempert, Statistical Indicator Associates 


Discussion: CuiaytTon GEHMAN, Federal Reserve System 
Seymour WoLFBEIN, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
FREDERICK M. Cone, Export-Import Bank 


4:00-6:00 P.M. COMPONENTS OF VARIANCE 
Section on Physical and Engineering Sciences—Institute of Mathematical Statistics 


Chairman: C. W. Dunnett, American Cyanamid Co. 


Papers: “Components of Variance, Finite Populations, and Statistical Inference” by H. F. 
Smitu, North Carolina State College 
‘Expected Values of Mean Squares in the Analysis of Variance, by C. A. BENNETT, 
General Electric Co. 
‘‘Non-additivy in a Latin Square Design’? by M. B. Wi1LK and O. Kempruorne, 
Iowa State College 


4:00-6:00 P.M. CHANGES IN THE QUALITY OF CREDIT 
Business and Economic Statistics Section—American Finance Assn. 


Chairiaan: Westey Linpow, Irving Trust Co. 


Papers: “Corporate Bond Quality and Investor Experience” by W. Brappock Hickman, 
National Bureau of Economic Research 
“Changes in the Quality of Bank Credit’? by DonaLp 8. Tuompson, Federal Re- 
serve Bank, Cleveland 


Discussion: Lester V. CHANDLER, Princeton University 
James J. O’LEary, Life Insurance Assn. of America 


8:00-10:00 P.M. THE APPLICATION OF ELECTRONIC COMPUTERS TO ECONOMIC STATISTICS 
Business and Economic Statistics Section—Econometric Society 


Chairman: Sotomon Fasricant, New York Univ. and National Bureau of Economic Research 


Papers: “The Processing of the 1954 Censuses of Business and Manufacturers”’ by JosEru 
F. Day and Morris H. Hansen, Bureau of the Census 
‘Seasonal Adjustments by Census Methods I and II,’’ by Junius Suiskin and 
Harry E1senpress, Bureau of the Census 


Discussion: W. Duane Evans, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
of Artuur L. Broipa, Federal Reserve System 
Oskar MorGENSTERN, Princeton University 


8:00-10:00 P.M. SMOKING AND CANCER 
Chairman: Dorn, National Institutes of Health 
Papers: “Study of Association Between Smoking and Cancer” by JoserH Berkson, Mayo 
Clinic 


“Consideration of Some Statistical Aspects” By E. CurLer Hammonp, American 
Cancer Society 


Discussion: Jerzy NeyMan, University of California 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 


8:30 A.M. Breakfast 


8§:30-10:30 A.M. 


8:30-10:30 A.M. 


10:30 A.M.-12:30_P.M. 


10:30 A.M.-12:305P.M. 


10:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M. 
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BREAKFAST MEETING OF THE CHAPTER PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES AND DIS- 
TRICT REPRESENTATIVES 
American Statistical Association 


CONSUMER EXPENDITURE STUDIES 
Business and Economic Statistics Section 


Chairman: Ruts Mack, National Bureau of Economic Research 


Papers: ‘Methodology and Appraisal’? by HELEN H. Lamatg, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
“Progress Report: Wharton School Research Project’? by Frrenp, Wharton 
School, University of Pennsylvania 
Discussion: Joun B. Lansine, Survey Research Center 
Jay Gou.p, Sales Management 


SNROLLMENTS AND FINANCIAL PROBLEMS IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
Social Statistics Section 


Chairman: G. Kerry Smita, National Education Association 
Papers: ‘Problems in Projecting Enrollments in Higher Education’? by Harotp Go.p- 


sTEIN, Bureau of Labor Statistics 

“Estimating Prospective Enrollments in Southern States—A Case History’? by 
Joun K. Fouaer, Southern Regional Education Board 

“Problems in Financing in Higher Education” by E. V. Hous, Dept. of Health, 
Education, and Welfare 


Discussion: To be announced 


SOCIAL EXPENDITURES IN NATIONAL BUDGETS 
Social Statistics Section 


Chairman: Witt Lissner, New York Times 
Papers: “Concept and Measurement of Social Expenditures’? by N. T. Wane, United Na- 
tions 


“‘The Statistician’s Role in Allocating National Budget Expenditures” by Canp1po 
OLIVERAS, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 

“Social Expenditures in the U. S.”? by Ina C. Merriam, and Dorotay McCam- 
MAM, Social Security Administration 


Discussion: J. SILBERMAN, Foreign Operations Administration 


CHARLES Stewart, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
A. AtpEenorr, United Nations 


STATISTICAL TRAINING IN INDUSTRY 
Section on Training 


Chairman: Fritz Karka, Chas. Pfizer and Co., Inc. 


Papers: “Current In-Industry Statistical Training Programs” by Sot DutKa, Audits & 
Surveys Co. 
‘Educational Aspects of In-Service Training in Statistics’? by R. P. Eastrwoop, 
Columbia University 


Discussion: Lester Deere & Co. 
MortiMEr SPIEGELMAN, Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 
E. WAREHAM, Wareham & Associates 


LIFE-TESTING 

Section on Physical and Engineering Sciences 

Chairman: J. MANDEL, National Bureau of Standards 

Papers: “The Weibull Distribution in Life-Testing of Electron Tubes” by J. H. K. Kao, 


Cornell University 


“Accelerated Life-Testing of Capacitors’? by G. L. Levensacn, Bell Telephone 
Laboratories 


Discussion: To be announced 


q 
| 
4 
q 
= 
| 
' 


Wednesday, Dec. 28 


12:00 Noon Luncheon 


2:00-4:00 P.M. 


2:00-4:00 P.M. 


2:00-4:00 P.M. 


4:00-6:00 P.M. 


8:00-10:00.:P.M. 


8:00-10:00 P.M. 


- 


ECONOMIC FORECAST LUNCHEON 
General Session—Joint with American Economic Association 


Chairman: Martin R. GainsspruGu, National Industrial Conference Board 


Speakers: Epwin G. Nourss, Joint Council on Economic Education 
ALAN H. Temp National City Bank 


CHANGING INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURE OF THE U. S. A. 
Social Statistics Section 


Chairman: L. Cuester May, American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 


Papers: “Changing Patterns ot Industrial Employment”? by SEymour L. Wo.LrBEIN, Bureau 
of Labor Statistics 
‘Measurement of Industrial and Commercial Employment”? by WALT R. Simmons, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 


Discussion: Cepric Wo.FE, Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 
WiuuiaM H. Sreap, Resource Management Consultant 
Davin Pinsky, Connecticut Dept. of Labor 


MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS IN THE FEDERAL STATISTICAL PROGRAM 
Business and Economic Statistics Section 


Chairman: Dona.p C. RILeEy, Office of Statistical Standards 


Papers: “Consolidated Budget for Economic Statistical Programs” by SraNLEY LEBERGOTT 
Office of Statistical Standards 
Preliminary Reports on the 1954 Censuses: 
1. “Censuses of Manufactures, Business and Mineral Industries”? by Howarp 
GriEvEs, Bureau of the Census 
2. “Census of Agriculture” by Conrap F. Taruser, Bureau of the Census 
“Construction Statistics’? by WALTER ScHNEIDER, Dept. of Commerce 
“Employment Statistics’? by CHartes D. Stewart, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
“Business Financial Statistics’? by Carry P. Monin, Jr., Office of Statistical 
Standards 


BUSINESS MEETING—SECTION ON PHYSICAL AND ENGINEERING SCIENCES 


APPLICATIONS IN ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY 
Section on Physical and Engineering Sciences 


Chairman: W. J. YoupEn, National Bureau of Standards 
Papers: “Flame Photometry Determinations’ by B. Mutiican, National Bureau of Stand- . 
ards 


“Interlaboratory Studies’* by J. ManpEL, National Bureau of Standards 


Discussion: To be announced 


STATISTICAL PROBLEMS IN THE EVALUATION OF POLIO VACCINE 
General Session 


Chairman: To be announced 


Speakers: To be announced 


LABOR TURNOVER AND HELP WANTED ADVERTISING 
Business and Economic Statistics Section 


Chairman: Woiman, Columbia University 


Papers: “Labor Turnover” by Ewan Cuiacue, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
‘National Monthly Help-Wanted Advertising Index”? by 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 


Discussion: LEONARD ARNOLD, Northern Textile Association 
GERHARD Bry, Rutgers University 
Guapys L. Pater, University of Pennsylvania 
Davip Pinsky, Connecticut Dept. of Labor 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29 


8:30 A.M. Breakfast 
8:30 A.M. Breakfast 
8:30-10:30 A.M. 


8:30-10:30 A.M. 


10:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M. 


10:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M. 


10:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M. 


12:00 Noon Luncheon 


22 The American Statistician, October, 1955 


BUSINESS MEETING—BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC STATISTICS SECTION 
BUSINESS MEETING—SECTION ON TRAINING 


OPERATING RATIOS—A STATISTICAL TOOL FOR MANAGEMENT 
General Session 


Chairman: To be announced 


Papers: ‘Basic Similarities in Operating Characteristics of Business’? by Jutius Hirscu, 
conomic Consultant 
‘Development, Use and Recent Improvement of Operating Ratios in Distribution 
and Advertising’? by WALTER MiTcHELL, Jr., New York City 


“Operating Ratios in Manufacturing and Mining Industries’ (Speaker to be an- 
nounced) 


RECENT TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGES AND THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC STRUCTURE 
Social Statistics Section 


Chairman: A. J. Jarre, Columbia University 


Papers: ‘Effects of Automation on the Occupational Structure’? by Ricuarp H. Lewis, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 


‘“‘Energy Consumption, an International Comparison’? by NaTHANIEL B. Guyot, 
United Nations 


“Cost of Management and Productivity’? by Seymour Metman, Columbia Univer- 
sity 
Discussion: Duprey Kirk, Population Council 
Aaron WarneER, Columbia University 


A CRITIQUE OF FEDERAL STATISTICAL SERIES: INDEX OF CONSUMER PRICES 
Business and Economic Statistics Section—American Farm Economic Assn. 


Chairman: Freperick F. Stepuan, Princeton University 


Papers: “What Concepts are Appropriate to Consumer Price Indexes” by Irvine Srece., 
Council of Economic Advisers 


A comparison of the BLS Consumer Price Index and the AMS Index of Prices Paid 


by Farmers for Family Living by Lazare Tepesr, International Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers Union 


‘Parity Price Indexes and Farm Consumption Expenditures” by Ratpu STAuBER, 
Dept. of Agriculture 
Discussion: LAWRENCE BoceEr, Michigan State University 
Hersey Ritey, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Laura Wess, Office of Statistical Standards 


TIME SERIES IN THE PHYSICAL SCIENCES 
Section on Physical and Engineering Sciences 


Chairman: J. L. Dousy, General Electric Co. 


Papers: ‘Time Series Analysis in Fluid Dynamics” by L. J. Tick and M. RosEensuattT, 
New York University 

“Frequency Analysis of Human Responses” by E. 8. Krenpe., Franklin Institute 

‘‘Time Series in Aeronautics’? by U. O. Lapri, Cornell Aeronautical Laboratories 


INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING IN STATISTICS 
Section on Training 


Chairman: Stuart A. Rice, Stuart Rice Associates 


Papers: “The Teaching of Statistics at the University Level: an International Survey” 
by B. A. Liv, UNESCO 
“The Work of the Inter-American Statistical Institute’? by O. ALEXANDER DE 
Morass, Inter-American Statistical Institute 


“International Statistical Training Activities of the Federal Government” by 
Catvert L. Deprickx, Bureau of the Census 


MEETING OF THE OUTGOING BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
American Statistical Association 
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Thursday, Dec. 29 


2:00-4:00 P.M. 


2:00-4:00 P.M. 


2:00-4:00 P.M. 


2:30-5:30 P.M. 


4:00-6:00 P.M. 


FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS: SAVING STATISTICS AND CON- 
SUMER EXPECTATIONS—I 


Business and Economic Statistics Section—American Economic Assn. 


Chairman: Rauru Youne, Federal Reserve Board 
Papers: “Saving Statistics’? by RaymMonp Goupsmitu, National Bureau of Economic Re- 
search 
“Consumer Expectations”? by James Tosin, Yale University 
Discussion: Morris CouEn, National Industrial Conference Board 


GrorGE Katona, University of Michigan 


STATISTICAL NEEDS FOR ANALYZING THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND PAYMENTS 
SITUATION—I 


Business and Economics Statistics Section 


Chairman: To be announced 


Papers: ‘Information Needed to Assess the Economic Well Being of People in the Eastern 
Hemisphere”’ by Francis McIntyre, California-Texas Oil Co., Lid. 

“Petroleum Transactions Between World Areas, 1951’’ by Cornetius J. Dwyer, 
National Bureau of Economic Research 


Discussion: Earu Hicks, International Monetary Fund 
N. B. Guyot, United Nations 


SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT IN AMERICAN INDUSTRY 
Social Statistics Section 


Chairman: E. D. Reeves, Esso Research and Engineering Co. 


Papers: “A Program of Studies of Scientific Research and Development”? by James M. 
MiTcHELL, National Science Foundation 
‘‘Manpower and Expenditures in Industrial Research and Development”’ by HELEN 
Woop, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
“Statistical Techniques for Measuring Research and Development” by Wa r R. 
Simmons and Frances M. WattEeNnBERG, Bureau of Labor Statistics 


Discussion: Dexter M. Kerzer, McGraw-Hill Publications 
Howarp 8S. Turner, Jones & Laughlin 


STATISTICAL INVESTIGATIONS OF REGIONAL STRUCTURE AND REACTIONS 
Regional Science Assn.—American Statistical Assn. 


Chairman: E. T. Greruer, University of California 


Papers: ‘Regional Variations in Money, Credit and Interest Rates’? by N. WouMan, 
University of New Mexico 
“Differential Regional Impact of Federal Expenditures’? by Ropert Kavesn and 
JAMES JONES, Dartmouth College 


Discussion: ALFRED NEAL, Federal Reserve Bank, Boston 
Seymour E. Harris, Harvard University 
Harry Scuwartz, Federal Reserve Bank, San Francisco 
Wo.raGanc Srouper, University of Michigan 


NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN EXPERIMENTAL SOCIAL SCIENCE 
Social Statistics Section—Institute of Mathematical Statistics 


Chairman: Frep L. Stroptseck, University of Chicago 


Papers: ‘Monte Carlo Methods in an Experimental Test of an Interaction Model’”’ by 
Davip G. Hays, The RAND Corp. 
“Some Theoretical Problems of Lexico-Statistics’? by Morris Swapesu, Denver, 
Colorado 
‘Mathematical Models for the Empirical Study of Decision-Making” by Patrick 
Suppgs, Stanford University 


Discussion: Sotomon, Columbia University 
Leonarp J. University of Chicago 
Davin R. Cox, University of Cambridge 
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Thursday, Dec. 29 


4:00-6:00 P.M. 


1:00-6:00 P.M. 


4:00-6:00 P.M. 


8:00 P.M. 


9:30 P.M. 


PRODUCTIVITY: LONG-RUN TRENDS AND SHORT-RUN FLUCTUATIONS 
Business and Economic Statistics Section—American Economic Assn. 


Chairman: Raymonp T. Bowman, Office of Statistical Standards 


Papers: ‘Productivity Trends: Capital and Labor’? by Kenpricx, National Bureau 
of Economic Research 
“Cyclical Changes in Input-Output Relations’? by Hu ttcren, National 
Bureau of Economic Research 


Discussion: JAMES KNOWLES, Joint Committee on The Economic Report 
Mitton Lipton, National Industrial Conference Board 


DESIGN OF INDUSTRIAL EXPERIMENTS 
Section on Physical and Engineering Sciences 


Chairman: R. J. Haver, North Carolina State College 
Papers: ‘Applications of Statistics to Tire Testing’? by R. D. StreniEr, National Bureau 
of Standards 


‘Analysis of Factorial 2” Experiments’? by ALAN BrrnBaum, Columbia University 


Discussion: R. L. AnpErson, North Carolina State College 


WHAT BUSINESS EXPECTS FROM OPERATIONS RESEARCH 
Business and Economic Statistics Section 


Chairman: Francis McIntyre, California-Texas Oil Co., Ltd. 


Papers: “What Business Expects from Operations Research’? by Metvin L. Hurnie, 
General Electric Co. 
“Applications of Operations Research’? by WELDON GrBson, Stanford University 
Discussion: Davip Novick, RAND Corporation 
ANDREW Scuu tz, Cornell University 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS—RALPH J. WATKINS 
General Session 


INFORMAL PARTY 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30 


8:30-10:30 A.M. 


8:30-10:30 A.M. 


USE OF DECISION FUNCTION THEORY IN ENGINEERING 
Section on Physical and Engineering Sciences 


Chairman: CuTHBERT DANIEL, New York City 


Papers: ‘Decision Theory Aspects in the Design and Analysis of Engineering Experiments’ 
by P. Gunruer and J. A. ZoELLNER, General Electric Co. 
‘‘A Three Decision Problem Concerning the Mean of a Normal Distribution’’ by 
R. E. Becuuorer, Cornell University 
““A Sequential Procedure for Selecting the Best of Several Exponential Popula- 
tions’’ by M. Soset, Bell Telephone Jaboratories 


PRODUCTIVITY: PROBLEMS AND METHODS OF MEASUREMENT 
Business and Economic Statistics Section 


Chairman: Rosert W. Burcess, Bureau of the Census 


Papers: ‘Measuring Short-Run Changes in Output per Man-Hour: Methods, Problems 
and Findings’? by Leon GREENBERG, JACK ALTERMAN and ALLEN SEARLES, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
“Problems of Using Monthly Production Indexes to Measure Changes in Output 
per Man-Hour”’ by Lorman C. TruesBioop, Board of Governors of Federal Re- 
serve System 


Discussion: Georce P. Hitcutnas, Ford Motor Co. 
KATHERINE P. Evticxson, Congress of Industrial Organizations 
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Friday, Dec. 30 


8:30-10:30 A.M. 


10:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M. 


10:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M. 


10:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M. 


10:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M. 


FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS: INVENTORY STATISTICS, INVEST- 
MENT EXPECTATIONS, GENERAL BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS—II 
Business and Economic Statistics Section—American Economic Assn. 


Chairman: Martin R. GainssruGu, National Industrial Conference Board 
Papers: “Investment Expectations’? by GEorGE TrerBorGu, Machinery & Allied Products 
Institute 


“Inventory Statistics’? by J. Freperick Dewuurst, 7'wentieth Century Fund 


Discussion: JouN W. LeuMan, Joint Committee on the Economic Report 


Rosert Ersner, Northwestern University 
Others to be announced 


SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR TEACHING EXPERIMENTAL STATISTICS TO SCIENTISTS 
Section on Training 


Chairman: GLENN L. Burrows, Dept. of Agriculture 


Papers: “Gordon Conference” by LEE Crump, University of Rochester 

“Special Training Arranged by Local Sections of American Chemical Society”’ by 
W. J. YouprEn, National Bureau of Standards 

“Foreign Programs’? by GertRUDE Cox, North Carolina State College 

“Statistical Symposia for Biological Scientists’? by E. L. LECirerG, Dept. of Agri- 
culture 

“‘ASQC Training Courses in Experimental Statistics’? by Max Astracuan, U.S. 
Air Force 

“Storrs Conference”? by J. W. Tukey, Princeton University 


Discussion: G. Homeyer, Jowa State College 
Epwin G. Otps, Carnegie Institute of Technolog, 


STATISTICAL NEEDS FOR ANALYZING THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND PAYMENTS 
SITUATION—II 
Business and Economic Statistics Section 


Chairman: J. Epwarp Ey, Bureau of the Census 


Papers: “Inventory Fluctuations and U. 8. Imports’? by Epwarp Marcus, Brooklyn College 
“The Role of Middleman Transactions in World Trade”’ by Rosert LicHTENBERG, 
National Bureau of Economic Research 


Discussion: Butier, Chase Manhattan Bank 
Boris SWERLING, Stanford University 


METHODOLOGY OF STUDYING MOTIVATION 
Social Statistics Section—Institute of Mathematical Statistical 


Chairman: FREDERICK Harvard University 


Papers: ‘Some Statistical Aspects of the Q Technique’”’ by R. R. Banapur and D. L. WaAtL- 
LACE, University of Chicago 
“Projective Measurement of Sexual Motivation’? by A. CLarkK, Univer- 
sity of Michigan 
‘Industrial Mobility of Labor As a Probability Process’? by IsaporE BLuMEN, 
Marvin Kogan, and Purure McCartny, Cornell University 


Discussion: WILLIAM STEPHENSON, Greenwich, Conn. 
ANDREW BaaGaLey, University of Wisconsin 
LEo Goopman, University of Chicago 


PUTTING CENSUS TRACTS TO WORK 
General Session 


Chairman: Howarp GREEN, Cleveland Health Council 


Papers: ‘‘How the Retailer Uses Census Tracts’? by Sipney Conen, The Hecht Co. 
“Census Tract Data Used in Urban Renewal Studies in Philadelphia’? by Wix- 
LIAM RarskEy, Housing Coordinator, Philadelphia 
“Census program for Central Business Districts’? by Harvey Kar.in, Bureau of 
the Census 
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Friday, Dec. 30 


12:00 Noon Luncheon 


12:30 P.M. Luncheon 


2:00-4:00_P.M. 


2:00-:400 P.M. 


4:00-6:00 P.M. 


bo 


Discussion: Donap R. G. Cowan, University of Michigan 
Harwin G. Loomer, Philadelphia City Planning Commission 


MEETING OF THE INCOMING BOARD AND COUNCIL 
American Statistical Association 


1955 CENSUS TRACT CONFERENCE 
General Session 


Chairman: Howarp Wuipp_LE GREEN, Cleveland Health Council 


Papers: “City Annexations and Their Effect on Tract Boundaries”? by W1LBuR E. McCann, 

Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce 

Role of Local Census Tract Committees in Census Bureau Programs by C. E. 
BatscHELeET, Bureau of the Census 

‘Measuring Family Cohesion with the Aid of Census Facts by Tracts’’ by Istpor 
Cuein, New York University 

“The Use of Census Tracts in Studies in Gerontology’? by BERNARD KuTNER, 
Cornell University Medical College 

‘Using Census Tracts in Epidemiology”? by ELeanor 8. MacDona.p, M. D. An- 
derson Hospital, Houston 


“‘Recent Developments in the Use of Census Tracts in the Community”’ (Speakers 
to be announced) 


CONTRIBUTED PAPERS—I 
Business and Economic Statistics Section and Social Statistics Section 


Chairman: To be announced 


Speakers: To be announced 


CONTRIBUTED PAPERS—IL 
Biometric Section and Section on Physical and Engineering Sciences 


Chairman: Boyp HarsuBarGER, Virginia Polytechnic Institute 


Papers: ‘Sampling Distributions When the Sample is Drawn from a Finite Normal Popu- 
lation’? by ANDRE G. LauRENT, Michigan State University. 

“On the Consistency of Subjective Ratings’ by J. E. Freunp and A. N. Pozner, 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 

‘Maximum Likelihood Estimators of the Parameters of a Trivariate Normal 
Population from Incomplete Data’? by L. Queen’s Uni- 
versity. 

“The Derivation and Use of an Alternative to the Analysis of Variance’? by M. 
C. K. Twerptr, Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 

“‘The Comparison of the Sensitivities of Experiments Using Different Scales of 
Measurement”’ by D. E. W. Scuumann, Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 


(CONTRIBUTED PAPERS—III 
Biometric Section and Section on Physical and Engineering Sciences 


Chairman: Georc_e L. Queen’s University 


Papers: ‘Applicability of Distribution—Free and Other Simplified Statistics in Medical 
Research and Biometry’? by Ricuarp D. Remineton, University of Oregon 
and Montana State University. 

‘Errors Associated with Process Adjustments” by R. A. Freunp, W. G. Howe, 
and J. E. Jackson, Eastman Kodak Company. 

“On the Power of Multiple Range Tests” by R. LowELut Wine, Virginia Poly- 
technic Institute. 

“The Introduction of Risk into a Programming Model”’ by R. J. Freunp, Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute. 

‘‘Theoretical Considerations Incident to the Construction of an Uphill Truck 
Lane or Passing Bay in a Mountainous Area’’ by James P. Greorag, C. B. 
Caldwell Associates. 
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NEW and AUTHORITATIVE 
McGRAW-HILL BOOKS 


ELEMENTARY STATISTICS 


For Students of Social Science and Business 
By R. CLAY SPROWLS, University of California, Los Angeles. 422 pages, $5.50 


A basic, elementary text for all social science and liberal arts students. It deals primarily with the formula- 
tion of decisions based upon incomplete information. It considers statistics important as inference, not 
description. Emphasis is on principles of inference, the ideas of hypotheses, risks of error, and the evaluation 
of these risks in terms of the operating characteristics of a statistical test. Also included is the treatment of 
a time series as a stochastic or random variable and the employment of some statistical tests for the detection 
of systematic components before estimating them. 


BASIC STATISTICAL CONCEPTS 


By Joe K. ADAMS, Bryn Mawr College. 316 pages, $5.50 


A new book which develops some basic mathematico-logical concepts of statistics. It provides an understand - 
ing of the language used in mathematical statistics, including the language of elementary calculus. The 
logic of statistical inference is presented using finite populations, making it possible for the beginning stu- 
dent to work through the basic concepts without skipping any of the mathematics involved. Also included 
are the most frequently used mathematical models, both discrete and continuous with numerous applica- 
tions. 


A PRIMER OF SOCIAL STATISTICS 


By SANFORD M. DORNBUSCH ‘and CALVIN F. SCHMID, University of Washington. 
264 pages, $4.75 


Covers the basic subject matter of statistics, requiring only a background of elementary arithmetic. All 
basic, essential statistical concepts and techniques are covered. Mathematical concepts and formulas are 
presented simply wherever necessary and in such a manner as to make their significance and utility immedi- 
ately apparent. Graphic materials of exceptional quality and interest are interwoven in the text to provide 
concrete illustrations for theoretical discussions. 


ELEMENTS OF STATISTICAL METHOD 


By ALBERT E. WAUGH, University of Connecticut. Third edition. 531 pages, $5.50 


An ideal text for the introductory one-semester course, for students who plan further courses in statistics 
or who wish only to learn enough to understand reports of statistical results. It is designed to introduce the 
student to statistical concepts and nomenclature and to encourage him to think in statistical terms. It is 
concerned with general statistics, not economic statistics, vital, mathematical, business or biological sta- 
tistics. Illustrations are taken from diverse fields to show the student how generally applicable methods are. 
Every effort is made to keep the discussion at the beginner’s level and to present basic ideas in such a way 
that the student will find it easy to continue under his own power. 


SEND FOR COPIES ON APPROVAL 


McGRAW-HILL BOOK COMPANY, Inc. 


330 WEST 42ND STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Reconstruction of Historical Statistics* 


The field of historical statistics constitutes a special area 
of investigation although it has seldom been treated as such. 
Since research in economics and in the social sciences fre- 
quently utilizes historical statistics, a systematic analysis of 
the problems of this type of data would be very worthwhile. 
Standard textbooks in statistics or in research methods of the 
social sciences briefly mention certain difficulties and limita- 
tions of historical statistical data. These texts, however, are 
able to give only general cautionary axioms of scientific prac- 
tice when dealing with this area. 

Problems in historical statistics are numerous, and, un- 
fortunately, space does not permit an adequate discussion of 
each type. For the present purpose my remarks will be con- 
fined to the problem of reconstructing certain historical sta- 
tistics when partial information in a parameter sense is known 
and when the primary documents are still available for sam- 
pling purposes. The results of a statistical experiment that 
was undertaken at my direction a few years ago will be dis- 
cussed by Mrs. Dungee. 

The Census of 1850 was the first to ascertain the total 
number of foreign born in the United States. The tabulation 
of this information was made possible because one of the 
Census questions called for place of birth. Prior to 1850 the 
Census did not require this information. When the tabula- 
tions of 1850 were prepared, the Census counts gave total 
foreign born, by sex, nativity and state. Information about 
age distribution, occupation, literacy, etc., was tabulated for 
the total population but not for the foreign born, although 
these data are available from the original Census schedules. 
The total population of the United States in 1850 was 23.2 
million; the total white population was 19.6 million, of which 
the foreign-born white amounted to 2.2 million. 

For various purposes, it is desirable to obtain some of the 
tabulations that were omitted in the 1850 Census. Obviously 
it is not feasible or economic to prepare 23 million punch 
cards and then obtain the cross-tabulations we want. Does 
this mean that this historical information must be permitted 
to disintegrate since these documents eventually deteriorate 
to the point of being statistically unusable? Or is it possible 
by some statistical technique, such as random sampling, to 
obtain valid estimates of the foreign-born distributions? It 


* I am indebted to Mr. Morris B. Ullman of the Bureau of 
the Census for advice concerning problems in historical statis- 
ties. The views expressed in this discussion, however, are those 
of the Authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Census Bureau. 
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Edited by ERNEST RUBIN 


U. S. Department of Commerce 
and American University 


Discussion by SHIRLEY DUNGEE 


is understood that the sampling would be made using the 
appropriate parameter information already available. 

In 1950 Mrs. Shirley Dungee of the Bureau of the Census 
was a student of mine at American University. As a project 
for the course, Mrs. Dungee undertook to examine and to 
sample the original Census schedules of 1850 which now re- 
pose in the National Archives in Washington. The purpose 
of the study was to indicate how certain historical statistics 
of the foreign born might be developed. I wish to thank Mrs. 
Dungee for preparing the following discussion. 


Data for this sample were taken from the original 
handwritten schedules of the 1850 Census. The area 
embraced by the sample is Albany County, New York, 
which had a total population of 93,279. Information 
for this county is contained in three bound volumes of 
Census schedules. 

Each printed schedule consists of forty-two vertically 
numbered lines for entries of persons, and thirteen 
horizontally ordered columns for information. These 
columns are labelled as follows: 

1. Dwelling houses numbered in order of visitation. 

2. Families numbered in order of visitation. 

3. The name of every person whose usual place of 
abode on the first day of June, 1850 was in this 
family. 

4. Age. 

5. Color—White, Black, or Mulatto. 

6. Sex. 

7. Profession, occupation, or trade of each male 
person over 15 years of age. 

8. Value of Real Estate owned. 

9. Place of birth, naming the State, Territory, or 
Country. 

10. Married within the year. 

11. Attended school within the year. 

12. Persons over 20 years of age who cannot read 

and write. 

13. Whether deaf and dumb, blind, insane, idiotic, 

pauper, or convict. 

Using the tenth entry on each even numbered page, 
1,116 cards were prepared showing all available infor- 
mation for sex, color, age, profession, and place of birth. 
Because of the very small number of non-whites in the 
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TABLE 1 
Tally Sheet Showing Number of Male Persons by Age and Nativity in Sample from the 1850 Census 


Age in Years 


Place of Birth 


Ireland | Germany | England | Canada | Scotland Wales France Holland Poland | 
|- 
Under 10 2 | 9 1 1 2 1 
10-19 10 12 7 ~~ 1 2 1 — — — | 89 33 | (122 
20-29 43 23 6 6 1 1 1 — cl Meet i... 81 | 141 
30-39 27 17 3 3 2 _ 2 — — | — | 7 54 101 
40-49 17 9 4 1 1 1 1 | — | 4 34, | 74 
50-59 5 5 4 — 1 2 2 1 — — | 18 20 | 38 
60-69 4 1 1 3 — 9 9 18 
70-79 2 1 | — — | 8 | 6 
80-89 1 1 | | 2 | 2 
freee Pee 121 76 26 11 8 6 12 1 1 — | 386 262 | 648 
Median age........ 28.5 | 27.3 | | 18.1 | 28.9) 23.9 
Source: Original Schedules of the 1850 Population Census. 
TABLE 2 
Tally Sheet Showing Number of Female Persons by Age and Nativity in Sample from the 1850 Census 
Place of Birth 
Age in Years | 
Ireland | Germany | England | Canada | Scotland Wales France ie ot Holland Poland | — Pig Gomed 
| | 
Under 10 7 4 5 2 | 1 — | 128 19 147 
10-19 16 10 4 1 — | 8 1 360 | «111 
20-29 38 6 5 1 5 — 2 — — | — | 8 7 | 130 
30-39 15 8 3 1 2 — 2 | 41 a | 
40-49 17 5 2 1 1 1 — — | 42 27 #69 
50-59 6 1 2 _ _ — | — | 3 9 39 
60-69 2 2 — 1 — — 1 — —- | — 12 6 | 18 
70-79 1 — = | 8 1 | 9 
Median age........ 27.6 | 26.6 | | | 20.3) 26.6) 23.1 
Source: Original Schedules of the 1850 Population Census. 
population of Albany County, none appeared in the 
sample. TABLE 3 


After compiling these data it was found that the 


foreign born in Albany County were predominantly’ 


Irish. In order to obtain a sample that would reflect 
more accurately the nativity distribution of the foreign 
born in the United States as shown in the Census tabu- 
lations, a random sample of an additional 130 foreign 
born was obtained from the data of Oneida County in 
New York. This sample was added to the larger sample. 

The sample material has been arranged and tabu- 
lated, and to the extent feasible, subjected to various 
statistical tests. The tabulated results are set forth in 
Tables 1 and 2. 

Table 3 shows the percentage distribution of the 
foreign born in the United States in 1850 and the per- 
centage distribution of the foreign born in the sample. 


Percentage Distribution of the Foreign Born During 1850 


Place of Birth 


Source: Tables 1 and 2. 


Sample Figures Census Figures 
Percent Percent 
223 50 | 961,719 44 
112 25 | 573,225 26 
47 10 | 278,675 | 13 
17 4 147,711 7 
18 4 70,550 3 
21 5 54,069 3 
10 2 124,890 | 4 
448 100 2,210,839 | 100 
29 


| 
he 
us 
ct 
to 
re- 
yse 
ics 
rs. 
1al 
"ea 
rk, 
on 
of 
lily 
en 
ese 
on. 
Scotland............ 
q 


The population of the United States in 1850 con- 
sisted of 10,026,377 males of which 1,239,434 were 
foreign born, and 9,526,691 females of which 1,001,001 
were foreign born. Thus the total population consisted 
of 51 percent males and the foreign born population 
consisted of 55 percent males. Table 4 gives the com- 
parison between the sample and universe sex ratios. 


SUMMARY 


Parameter values for the population of 1850 were 


TABLE 4 
Sex Ratio of the Population of the United States, from Sampling 
Data 1850 
Foreign born......... 448 262 186 141 
1,245 648 597 108 


Source: Tables 1 and 2 


available for the percentage distribution of the foreign 
born, the percentage distribution of sexes for both the 
total population and the foreign born population, and 
the average age of the total population. A comparison 
of parameters and corresponding sampling statistics is 
given in Table 5. 


TABLE 5 
Comparison of Parameters and Statistics 
Items Tested Parameter Statistic 

Percent of 

Males in U.S. in 51 51 

Foreign born males in U. S. in 1850.. 55 58 
Average age of persons in U.S. in 1850.... 25 26 


DIFFUSION INDEXES — 


gain is cut in half. Some experimental work now going 
forward may make it possible to increase this gain. 
Taken together, the various “current” indexes 
shown in the chart illustrate an important principle. 
Individual index numbers are fallible, but they are also, 
to a degree, consilient. Diffusion indexes are no excep- 
tion. Consequently it is well to be guided by a number 
of them rather than any single one. Armed with a 
workable set of diffusion indexes covering different 
economic sectors and utilizing various techniques,’ the 
analyst may eventually be able to make judgments on 
the scope of current movements that will not only 


7 See Charts 1-3 in the Thirty-fifth Annual Report of the 
National Bureau of Economic Research (May 1955). 
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stand the test of history but actually assist him in his 
appraisal of future prospects. 

This assistance, I may add, may not come in the 
form of specific quantitative forecasts of the levels that 


will be reached by specific economic aggregates on spe- 


cific future dates. It may merely serve to confirm or to 
modify some judgments or assumptions that he had 
already formulated on the basis of other information. Or 
it may be helpful only when there is an extended pe- 
riod of uncertainty as to the direction of business trends. 
There is room for many contributions of these varied 
kinds to the problem of business forecasting and my 
guess is that students of diffusion indexes will make 
their share of them as we learn more about how to con- 
struct and interpret them. Although they may not 
enable us to take the whole measure of the business 
cycle, it is challenging, at least, to have another 
dimension to work with. 


| 


NEWS ABOUT MEMBERS 


Quincy Adams has transferred from 
the Central Intelligence Agency to an 
economist post with the Federal Trade 
Commission. 

Howard N. Agranat, (Lt.) USAF, is 
stationed at Mitchel Air Force Base, 
New York. He is assigned to Head- 
quarters, Continental Air Command, 
Directorate of Statistical Services and is 
the Director of the Reports Control 
Division. 

George H. Allen, Vice President of 
Mass Market Publications, Inc. since 
January, 1953, has been elected Presi- 
dent. Mass Market Publications pub- 
lishes the magazine “Better Living”’ 
distributed through super-markets. 
Elliot F. Beideman, formerly a mem- 
ber of the Technical Staff, Hughes 
Research and Development Labora- 
tories, has been appointed Head of the 
Marketing Research Office, Hughes 
Aircraft Company, Culver City, Cali- 
fornia. In addition, he has been elected 
a member of the West Coast Council of 
Marketing Research Directors. 

Richard Berger, Sales Analyst for the 
Dyestuff and Chemical Division, General 
Aniline and Film Corporation, New York 
City, received his Ph.D degree in Busi- 
ness Administration and Marketing from 
the New York University Graduate 
School of Business Administration on 
June 15, 1955. In addition to his position 
at General Aniline and Film Corpora- 
tion, Dr. Berger is also an instructor in 
the evening divisions of both Rutgers 
University and the City College of New 
York. 

Ernest F. Billeter will become scientific 
collaborator with the Bank for Inter- 
national Settlements in Basle, Switzer- 
land on November Ist. 

William E. Bradford, Bureau of the 
Census, is on a two-year assignment 
with the U. S. Operations Mission in 
Lima, Peru, where he will serve as 
statistical and census adviser to the 
Peruvian Government. 

Elmer C. Bratt was awarded an honor- 
ary Doctor of Laws degree at the June 
13 Commencement at the University of 
Nebraska. He will spend the year 1955- 
56 in Ceylon on a Fulbright grant in 
making an evaluation of Ceylon’s rural 
development program, and he will also 
travel in the Far East, India, and 
Europe. 

James L. Broughal, Jr. is now with 
the Development Division, Research 
Department, Curtis Publishing Com- 
pany, in Philadelphia. 


Edward C. Bryant received a Ph.D 
degree in Statistics in June, 1955 from 
the Department of Statistics, Iowa 
State College, his thesis being entitled 
“An Analysis of Some Two-Way Strati- 
fications.’”? Dr. Bryant is Chairman of 
the Department of Statistics at the 
University of Wyoming. 

Glenn L. Burrows, statistical con- 
sultant in the Statistical Clearance and 
Standards Office, Agricultural Market- 
ing Service, USDA, was on leave to teach 
a course in sampling in the summer ses- 
sion at the University of Florida. 
Arnold Chase, recently with the De- 
partment of Defense and previously 
Assistant Chief of the Division of Con- 
struction Statistics, has returned to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics as Chief of 
the Division. 

Irma J. Coons is now employed with 
the Statistical Group of the Materials 
Engineering Department, Westinghouse 
Electric Corp., Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania. She received an M.S. degree with 
Statistics major in June, 1955 in the 
Department of Statistics, Iowa State 
College. 

John Cover, Director of the Bureau of 
Business and Economic Research, Col- 
lege of Business and Public Administra- 
tion, University of Maryland, will be 
associated with the Asia Area Study 
with headquarters at the University of 
California, Berkeley, for the year 
1955-56. 

Harvey F. Dingman is now employed 
as a Research Psychologist by the 
Personnel Research Branch, The Adju- 
tant General’s Office, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D. C. He formerly 
was a teaching assistant at the Univer- 
sity of Southern California where he 
received his Ph.D. in Psychology in 
March. 

Robert Dorfman, formerly Associate 
Professor of Economics, University of 
California, Berkeley, is now Associate 
Professor of Economics at Harvard 
University. 

Lawrence H. Finley is now Assistant 
Controller in Gimbel’s Department 
Store in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
Frank Freeland, formerly Statistical 
and Budget Director for the Hawaiian 
Telephone Company in Honolulu, is now 
employed as Financial Administrator 
in the administration of the Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands, by the 
U.S. Department of the Interior. 
Rudolf J. Freund has joined the staff 
of the Department of Statistics as 


Associate Professor at the Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute. Dr. Freund will 
do both teaching and research. 

Ronald M. Gardner, formerly with the 
National Income Division, Department 
of Commerce, has joined the staff of 
the Division of Programs and Reports, 
Bureau of Federal Credit Unions, Social 
Security Administration, where he will 
work on the development of the Bureau’s 
statistical reporting program. 

Maurice I. Gershenson, Chief of the 
Division of Labor Statistics and Re- 
search, California Department of In- 
dustrial Relations, has been appointed 
chairman of the Committee on Statistics 
of the International Association of 
Industrial Accident Boards and Com- 
missions. 

Seymour Geisser, formerly a Research 
Assistant at the University of North 
Carolina, has joined the Applied Mathe- 
matics Division of the National Bureau 
of Standards where he will serve on the 
staff of the Statistical Engineering 
Laboratory. 

Albert Ginsberg is now employed by 
the Lincoln Project of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology as a mathema- 
tician. 

James E. Grizzle, USA, is stationed at 
Aberdeen Proving Grounds, and his 
duty assignment is with Ballistic Re- 
search Laboratories. 

William C. Healy, Jr., formerly with 
the General Electric Company, has com- 
pleted work for the Ph.D. in Statistics 
at the University of Illinois, and has 
joined the Research Laboratories of the 
Ethyl] Corporation, Detroit, as a statis- 
tician. 

George A. Hermanson of the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics has returned from 
an assignment with the BLS Produc- 
tivity Measurement Team in Paris. 
Donald R. Hill, a statistician in the 
Tape Quality Control Department, 
Minnesota Mining & Manufacturing Co., 
St. Paul, was awarded the degree of 
Master of Science with Statistics major 
in the spring quarter of 1955 by the 
Department of Statistics, Iowa State 
College. 

John R. Hills was granted a Ph.D. 
degree in Psychology from the Univer- 
sity of Southern California. He plans to 
continue his present employment in the 
Personality Research Group of the Edu- 
cational Testing Service at Princeton. 
John F. Hofmann, Chief Statistician 
of the Naval Ordnance Laboratory at 
Corona, California, was granted a Ph.D. 
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degree in Statistics by Iowa State Col- 
lege in June, 1955. His dissertation con- 
cerned ‘Life Testing in Controlled 
Environmental Conditions.” 

Nejat K. Iren, formerly advisor and 
expert for surveys of the Central Statis- 
tical Office in Ankara, is now economic 
and statistical advisor at Garanti 
Bankasi, Istanbul and is teaching statis- 
tics at the Press College of Istanbul, 
Turkey. 

Thomas B. Jabine, formerly a mathe- 
matical and survey statistician with the 
Population and Transportation Divi- 
sions, Bureau of the Census, has taken 
an assignment as an analytical statis- 
tician consultant with the Institute of 
Inter-American Affairs in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. He will work in the fields of vital 
and health statistics. 

Hyman B. Kaitz, Bureau of Employ- 
ment Security, U.S. Dept. of Labor, has 
been named Acting Chief of the Division 
of Actuarial and Financial Services. 

R. W. Kennard received a Ph.D. degree 
from Carnegie Tech in June and is now 
with the Engineering Department of E. 
I. duPont de Nemours as a consulting 
statistician. 

Nathaniel R. Kidder, formerly Divi- 
sion Manager of the Jones and Lamson 
Machine Company, has accepted a 
position as Vice President and Director 
of Marketing Operations, Technical 
Marketing Associates, Ine., Concord, 
Mass. 

William Knobler, USA, is now sta- 
tioned at Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Aberdeen, Maryland, where he is doing 
statistical research in the Operations 
Office of the Ordnance School. He is 
concerned with research aimed at im- 
proving curriculum, teaching methods, 
and testing procedure within the Ord- 
nance School. 

Truman L. Koehler is taking leave of 
absence from Sylvania Electric Pro- 
ducts, Inc. to do a year of graduate work 
in Applied Statistics at Rutgers Univer- 
sity. 

Robert Boyd Ladd has resigned from 
the Statistics Division of the Operations 
Research Office, Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity, to become Research Manager, 
Department of Industrial Economics, of 
the Southwest Research Institute in 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Richard O. Lang, who has been on loan 
to the Foreign Operations Administra- 
tion as Deputy Director of the Office of 
Industrial Resources, is now Regional 
Director, International Division, 8. C. 
Johnson & Son, Inc., with responsibility 
for operations in Europe, the Near 
East, and Africa. Prior to coming to 
Washington, he was Economist and 
Business Research Manager of S. C. 
Johnson & Son, Inc. 


Lonnie Lasman, who recently received 
a Masters degree in Statistics from the 
University of Minnesota, is now a 
graduate assistant and candidate for the 
Ph.D. degree at North Carolina State 
College. 

Marvin Lavin, formerly of the Aircraft 
Division, The RAND Corporation, has 
joined the firm of Caywood-Schiller, 
Associates, which offers operations re- 
search services. 

Dietrich L. Leonhard, formerly with 
Oscar Mayer & Co., Madison, Wisconsin, 
is now Director of Market Research, 
Tidy House Products Company in 
Shenandoah, Iowa. 

Garnett A. Lester, formerly regional 
research analyst with the Social Security 
Administration in Chicago, has trans- 
ferred to the Departmental Office as 
Assistant Chief of the Assistance Analy- 
sis Branch, Division of Program Statis- 
tics and Analysis, Bureau of Public 
Assistance. 

Jerome Mark has been made Acting 
Chief of the Branch of Plant Level 
Studies, Division of Productivity and 
Technological Developments, Bureau 
of Labor Statistics 

James J. Maslowski has been appointed 
Assistant Professor of Sociology at 
Southern Illinois University. He will be 
teaching courses in Industrial Sociology, 
Population, Demography, Research 
Methods, and Human Ecology. He will 
also be offering courses in Survey and 
Sampling designs, as well as a basic 
Social Statistics course at a later date. 
Richard E. Matson, formerly Quality 
Control Engineer for the Saginaw 
Steering Gear Division, is now a statis- 
tician and analyst for the Delco Radio 
Division, General Motors Corp., Ko- 
komo, Indiana. 

Robert McCauley has transferred from 
the Oklahoma State Statistician’s Office 
to the Feed Grains and Hay Crops Sec- 
tion of the Agricultural Estimates Divi- 
sion, Agricultural Marketing Service, in 
Washington. 

John S. McGuinness has joined the 
Allstate Insurance Company in the 
Product Development and Pricing De- 
partment at the home Office, Skokie, 
Illinois. 

Richard B. McHugh has been pro- 
moted to Associate Professor at Iowa 
State College. He holds a joint appoint- 
ment in the Department of Psychology 
and the Department of Statistics. 

J. E. Morton has resigned from Cornell 
University to join the staff of the Na- 
tional Science Foundation, Washington, 
D. C., as Chief Statistician and Head of 
the Office of Special Studies. 

Thomas F. Mosimann, Chief of the 
Branch of International Technical 
Cooperation, Division of Foreign Labor 
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Conditions, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
has been designated to serve also as 
Assistant Chief of the Division. 
Gottfried E. Noether of Boston Uni- 
versity has been promoted to Associate 
Professor. 

Edward B. Olds, formerly with the 
Adult Education Association of the 
U.S.A. and the Social Planning Council 
in St. Louis, has been appointed Re- 
search Director of the Baltimore Council 
of Social Agencies. 

William H. Peckham joined the Missile 
Manufacturing Division of Hughes Air- 
craft Company at Tucson, Arizona last 
January as Section Head, Financial 
Statistics and Reports. 

Robert Perloff has resigned from his 
position as Chief, Statistical Research 
and Consultation Unit of the Personnel 
Research Branch, Department of the 
Army, to accept an appointment as 
Director of Research for the Research 
Department of Science Research Asso- 
ciates in Chicago. 

E. W. Pike, formerly of Raytheon 
Manufacturing Company, has joined the 
staff of Lincoln Laboratory, Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology. 

Don C. Price has been employed since 
December, 1954 in the Engineering 
Department of the Goodyear Aircraft 
Corporation, Akron, Ohio. 

Lloyd A. Prochnow of the Division of 
Foreign Labor Conditions, Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, has left on a four- 
month assignment to advise the govern- 
ment of the Republic of El Salvador on 
the development of a program of labor 
statistics. 

Morton S. Raff, formerly of the High- 
way Transport Research Branch of the 
Bureau of Public Roads, has joined the 
staff of the Office of Statistical Stand- 
ards, Bureau of Labor Statistics, as a 
mathematical statistician. 

Barbara B. Reagan has resigned as a 
home economist in the Human Nutrition 
Research Branch, Agricultural Research 
Service, USDA, and will move to Dallas. 
Sidney C. Reagan has resigned from the 
Oils and Peanuts Division, Commodity 
Stabilization Service, USDA, to join the 
faculty of the School of Business Admin- 
istration of Southern Methodist Univer- 
sity in Dallas. 

Stuart A. Rice, formerly Assistant 
Director of the Bureau of the Budget 
for Statistical Standards, and Libert 
Ehrman, formerly Chief, Safety Analy- 
sis, Civil Aeronautics Administration, 
have established a new firm, bearing the 
name Stuart Rice Associates, in Wash- 
ington, D. C. Their offices are located at 
1129 Vermont Avenue, Washington 5, 


q 
q 


H. E. Riley, formerly Chief of the 
Division of Construction Statistics, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, has been 
named Deputy Chief of the Division of 
Prices and Cost of Living. 

Aaron S. Sabghir, formerly with the 
Business Division of the Bureau of the 
Census, has joined the staff of the 
Construction Statistics and Economics 
Branch, Building Materials and Con- 
struction Division of the Business and 
Defense Services Administration, De- 
partment of Commerce. 

William T. Sackett, Jr., is now man- 
ager of research for Kuhlman Electric 
Company, manufacturers of power, 
distribution and instrument trans- 
formers, and electric furnaces. 

Fred H. Sanderson, Chief of the 
Regional Economic Staff, Division of 
Research for Western Europe, Depart- 
ment of State, has been given a Rocke- 
feller Public Service Award. He will 
study the economic effects of the Euro- 
pean coal and steel community. 

Louis Shere, Professor of Public Fi- 
nance at the University of Indiana, has 
returned to the Council of Economic 
Advisers to work in the field of public 
finance. 

Marvin Shapiro is now an assistant 
mathematician in the Numerical Analy- 
sis section of the RAND Corporation in 
Santa Monica, California. 


Richard H. Shaw is now employed as a 
Quality Control Engineer with General 
Dry Batteries, Inc. 

Peyton Stapp, Assistant Chief of the 
Office of Statistical Standards, Bureau 
of the Budget, is leaving to spend a year 
in Manila as statistical adviser to the 
Philippine Government in organizing its 
statistical programs. He will be Chief of 
an International Cooperation Adminis- 
tration (formerly FOA) Statistical 
Party, administered by the Office of the 
Coordinator, International Statistics, 
of the Census Bureau. 

James C. Terrell is now a statistician 
with the Georgia State Health Depart- 
ment. 

William J. Thomas, Associate Profes- 
sor of Statistics and Economics at Bay- 
lor University, is now also the Director 
of the Bureau of Business and Eco- 
nomic Research. 

Jay T. Wakeley left the U.S. Air Force 
Operations Analysis Office in Albuquer- 
que, New Mexico in November, 1954, to 
accept the position of Mathematician in 
the Missiles Division of the RAND Cor- 
poration, Santa Monica, California. His 
present activity is in the field of Systems 
Analysis. 

Oscar Weigert has been appointed 
Special Assistant to the Commissioner, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, to act for the 
Office of the Commissioner in coordinat- 
ing economic and statistical data re- 


ceived by the Department of Labor fronr 
the United Nations, its various commit- 
tees, the International Labor Office, 
and other specialized agencies concerned 
with labor affairs. 

Francis Joseph Weiss, scientific con- 
sultant on food and nutrition, has left 
for Managua to join the United States 
Operations Mission to Nicaragua. Dr. 
Weiss will assist the Nicaraguan Govern- 
ment in the development of agriculture 
and natural resources. 

Charles F. Westoff is now Research 
Associate with the Office of Population 
Research, participating in the planning 
of a new large-scale longitudinal study 
of social and psychological factors 
affecting fertility. 

Janet L. Wile, formerly in the Division 
of Productivity and Technological 
Development, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
has resigned to accept a position as 
assistant to Ben Lipstein, Technical 
Director, Audits and Surveys, a market 
research firm in New York City. 
Josephine J. Williams is working at 
the Federation Employment and Guid- 
ance Service in New York City on a sur- 
vey of employment practices. 

R. Lowell Wine has joined the staff of 
the Department of Statistics, of the Vir- 
ginia Polytechnic Institute as Associate 
Professor. Dr Wine, who received his 
Ph.D. in Statistics at V.P.I., will do both 
teaching and research. 


Professor George Findlay Shirras, distinguished British economist, died of a heart attack on June 23rd, while flying 
to attend the international statistical conferences in Brazil. Professor Shirras had served as Director of Statistics to the 
Government of India from 1914 to 1921 and had held other positions with the British and Indian Governments. He was the 
author of several books on public finance and economics, and had taught at American, British, Irish and Indian uni- 
versities. He was a member of the American Statistical Association, and the International Statistical Institute. 
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CHAPTER NOTES 


Albany 


The Albany Chapter closed an active 
season with a business meeting at which 
officers for the coming year were elected. 
A change in the constitution, also effec- 
ted then, provides for separate offices of 
Secretary and Treasurer instead of com- 
bining these functions in one person. The 
new officers are: 

President—Assott WEINSTEIN 

Vice-President—Sy.via L. PARKER 

Secretary—E.izaBetu H. 

Treasurer—Basi.t Y. Scorr 

The program for the year included the 
annual conference, described elsewhere 
in this issue, two seminars, three general 
meetings and two business meetings. One 
of the business meetings was to hear and 
discuss the brief prepared by the salary 
committee for upward revision of New 
York State statisticians’ salaries. A few 
copies of this brief are available for chap- 
ters involved in salary negotiations. 

The two seminars covered a general 
presentation of the subject of quality 
control by Julien Green of the General 
Electric Corporation and of analysis of 
variance by Alfred Basch of the New 
York State Department of Commerce, 
with a discussion period following in 
each case. 

The subjects and speakers of the gen- 
eral meetings not previously reported 
were: ‘Multiple Decision Procedures’’, 
Dr. Lee Crump of the Atomic Energy 
Research Project at the University of 
Rochester; ‘The Relation Between 
Smoking and Lung Cancer’’, Dr. Morton 
Levin, New York State Department of 
Health; and ‘‘Are Stock Prices too 
High?’’, Seymour Pearlman of Sutro 
Brothers, stock brokers, and Melville 
Arnstein of the New York State Depart- 
ment of Public Service. 


Boston 


The following persons were elected to 
office on June 2nd: 
President—Joun E. ALMAN 
Vice-President—Dr. E. W. Pike 
Treasurer—EuGENE E. BURLINGAME 
Secretary—Rutu S. Brusu 


Buffalo-Niagara 


The April 25, 1955 meeting was held in 
cooperation with the Buffalo Section of 
the American Society for Quality Con- 
trol. The speaker for the meeting was Dr. 


W. J. Youden of the National Bureau of 
Standards. The topic discussed was 
“Statistical Application in the Chemical 
Industries’. The main point stressed by 
Dr. Youden was that the fundamental 
job of the statistician is to design an 
experiment in such a way so as to learn 
something and to prevent decision 
makers from deceiving themselves with 
data collected in an unsound manner. 
Because experiments cost time and 
money, the statistician should learn to 
recognize cases in which modern designs 
may be used. Too many jobs are lost be- 
cause the statistician suggests methods 
which may have worked in the old days 
of experimentation in agriculture, but 
which are too costly in money and time 
for industry. Modern industry requires 
modern designs of experiments. 

The May 14, 1955 meeting was an all- 
day session. In the morning there were 
four papers on the role of statistics in 
decision making. Edward Delate, I. E. 
duPont de Nemours and Co., spoke on 
“A Statistical Approach to Production 
Decisions’’. Mr. Delate showed how 
experimental designs which work well in 
production may also be applied to mar- 
keting research. Dr. A. Lilienfeld of the 
Roswell Park Memorial Institute dis- 
cussed “Statistical Associations and 
Decision Making in Medicine’’. The main 
point was a caution against accepting 
associations between variables as causa- 
tions; however, the study of these asso- 
ciations has resulted in notable advances 
in the field of medicine. Robert Mirsky 
of the Cornell Aeronautical Laboratories 
spoke on “‘Design and Decision in Re- 
search’’. He pointed out that there are 
three cases confronting the statistician— 
the case where there is just the right 
amount of data, the case in which there 
are incomplete data and the case of too 
much data. Each case requires special 
techniques if the best decision is to be 
made. Dr. Richard N. Schmidt of the 
Department of Statistics of the Univer- 
sity of Buffalo spoke on ‘Some Mana- 
gerial Aspects of the Decision-Making 
Process’’. He stressed the relation be- 
tween the alpha and the beta error as far 
as executive decisions are concerned. 

In the afternoon there was a panel dis- 
cussion of ‘‘The Role of Statistics in 
Civic Planning’’. The moderator was Dr. 
Constantine Yeracaris, Assistant Pro- 
fessor of Sociology, University of Buf- 
falo. Edward Fitzmorris, Director of 
Research, Courier-Express Co., empha- 
sized the importance of census data in 
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the decisions of local business men con- 
cerning employment, business growth 
and expansion. Henry Osborne, Traffic 
Advisor for the City of Buffalo, stressed 
the importance of sampling techniques 
in combination with census data for 
planning short and long range highway 
construction in and around the city. Dr. 
Austin McTique, Professor of Chemistry 
and Physics at Canisius College, and 
Director, Radiological Section, Erie 
County Office of Civil Defense, under- 
lined the importance of current data on 
population concentrations, population 
movements and weather information to 
minimize the casualty rate in the event 
of an atomic attack. 

At the annual business meeting held 
after the panel discussion the following 
officers were elected for the coming fiscal 
year: 

President—Rosertr Mirsky, Statis- 
tician, Cornell Aeronautical Lab- 
oratory, Inc. 

Vice-President—Dr. A. LILIENFELD, 
Statistician, Roswell Park Memorial 
Institute ‘ 

Secretary—Tuomas Acting 
Assistant Dean, School of Business 
Administration, University of Buf- 
falo 

Treasurer—Paut R. SHEEHE, Quality 
Control Department, Pratt and 
Letchworth Co. 


Central Indiana 


The new officers for 1955-56 are as 
follows: 

President—Ep@ar P. Kina, Eli Lilly 
and Co. 

Vice-President—ViraiL L. ANDERSON, 
Statistical Laboratory, Purdue Uni- 
versity 

Secretary-Treasurer—GrorGE Hor- 
wicH, Department of Economics, 
Indiana University 


Chicago 


The speaker at the luncheon meeting 
of May 19th was Frank Dickinson, Direc- 
tor of Medical Economic Research of the 
American Medical Association, who dis- 
cussed ‘Trends in ‘Life Expectancy’, and 
a-Look Ahead’’. At the dinner meeting 
held on May 26th L. W. Wallace, Con- 
ference Leader of the Top Management 
Seminar, Ordnance Management Engi- 
neering Training Program of the Ord- 
nance Corps at the Rock Island Arsenal, 


| 


spoke on ‘Management Statistics”. Mr. 
Wallace discussed the managerial prob- 
lem involved in controlling operations 
for large scale production with maximum 
economy, and the applications of statis- 
tical data and analysis in internal con- 
trol. 

The annual dinner meeting devoted to 
election of officers and a forecast of the 
business outlook was held on June 13th. 
The speaker was Theodore A. Anderson, 
Manager of the Economic Studies De- 
partment, Ford Division, Ford Motor 
Company. In conjunction with this 
meeting Chapter members were asked 
to forecast four key economic indexes for 
October 1955 and April 1956—total per- 
sonal income, total civilian employment, 
industrial production (FRB Index) and 
wholesale prices (BLS Index). The win- 
ner of last year’s business outlook fore- 
cast was announced. He is James 8S. 
Myers, American Phenolic Corporation. 

The following Officers were elected for 
1955-56 : 

President—Apo.pu O. BERGER, U. S. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Vice-Presidents: 

Dinner Meetings—Mrs.  Euiza- 
BETH J. SLOTKIN, Division of 
Unemployment Compensation and 
Illinois State Employment Service 

Midwest Conference—Rupo.pu T. 
Ericson, Illinois Bell Telephone 
Co. 

Luncheon Meetings—A. ARTHUR 
Cuarous, Sears Roebuck & Co. 

Membership—LawrENceE A. Stick- 
LER, R. R. Donnelly & Sons Co. 

Treasurer—Mrs. Harriet S. SIEGEL, 

Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago 

C. Gates, Com- 

monwealth Edison Co. 

Directors: 

Witiarp D. Arant, Swift & Co. 

L. Axetson, U.S. Gypsum 
Co. 

Dr. Puitire M. Hauser, University 
of Chicago 

Westey D. Peoples Gas 
Light & Coke Co. 

Rosert L. Serpner, Chicago Amer- 
ican 


Cleveland 

Wenzil K. Dolva, dean of the School of 
Business at Western Reserve University, 
was the featured speaker at the meeting 
on May 24th. His subject was ““Manage- 
ment Training and Statistics”. Dr. 


Dolva stressed the importance of statis- 
ties to management and to management 
training. He explained that management 
decisions must rely increasingly upon 
the work of statisticians, and illustrated 


this by describing a variety of potential 
applications in department store oper- 
ation. 

The following chapter officers were 
elected for the 1955-56 season: 

President—Dr. Frep C. LEoNE 

Vice-President—Dr. Arruur 

Secretary-Treasurer—RussELL I. 

The Chapter circulated to its mem- 
bers a questionnaire concerned both 
with their reaction to programs and with 
their opinions on statistical standards. 
On the latter the following choices were 
offered after the statement, ‘I believe 
technical and ethical standards should”’ 
—(1) Not be established, (2) Established 
as general guiding principles, (3) Es- 
tablished as comprehensive and fairly 
rigid sets of rules. The replies from 46 
members were as follows: 


No. of | Per 
Response Replies} cent 
Not be established. . ; 4 4 9 
General guiding principles 30 65 
Fairly rigid set of rules. . | 6 13 
Established as general guiding | | 
principles first, then as a fairly | | 
rigid set of rules 3 6.5 
Other 3 6.5 
46 100% 
Columbus 


The slate of new officers elected by the 
Columbus Chapter for the year 1955-56 
is as follows: 
President—MeErriss CORNELL 
First Vice-President—MELVIN G. 
Kocu 
Second Vice-President—Dr. Roserr 
B. MINER 
Secretary-Treasurer—Dr. V. 
CONDOIDE 


Dayton 


At the meeting held on May 26th the 
following officers were elected for 1955- 
56: 
President—Dr. H. Leon Harter 
Vice-President—FLoyp E. Smrru 
Secretary-Treasurer—Joun L. DurR 


Denver 


At the May 12th dinner meeting Shelby 
F. Harper, Director of the Legislative 
Council of the Colorado General Assem- 
bly and First Vice-President of the 
Denver Chapter, discussed ‘‘Statistics 
and Legislation on Capitol Hill’’. Mr. 
Harper described a survey made for the 
Legislative Council which resulted in 
large savings to the State. 


The last dinner meeting of the year, 
held on June 23rd, combined a business 
session with a discussion by the Com- 
mittee on Statistical Standards, led by 
George E. Bardwell, Chairman. The 
Committee discussed the history of and 
motivation for the statistical standards 
movement, ethical standards, and pro- 
cedural and technical standards. The re- 
sults of the April survey of Chapter 
members reaction to the question 
“Should ASA involve itself in the devel- 
opment of statistical standards?” was 
as follows: 


Standards 
= 
| No. |Percent | No. | Percent 
I am strongly in 
favor of devel- 
oping . 55 36 60 
Iam mildly in favor 
of developing 19 31 15 25 
I am strongly op- 
posed to devel- 
oping..... é 0 0 1 2 
I am _ mildly op- 
posed to devel- | | 
I am undecided ..... 6 10 5 | 8 
Not interested.......| 1 it) 
Total members | | 
responding . 60 | 100% | 60 100% 
Total member- 
ship of Chapter..| 69 | 69 
Detroit 


The new officials of the Detroit Chapter 
are as follows: 

W. GARDNER, 
School of Business Administration, 
University of Michigan 

Vice-President—JamMEs De- 
troit Board of Health 

Secretary-Treasurer — SAMUEL 
Brown, Chrysler Corporation 


Hawaii 


At the dinner meeting held on June 3rd 
Clifford Davis, Chief of the Bureau of 
Research and Statistics of the Terri- 
torial Department of Labor and Indus- 
trial Relations, spoke on the background 
of the Honolulu Consumers’ Price Index 
and some of the problems involved in its 
construction. 


University of Illinois 


The following officers for the 1955-56 
year were elected at the May meeting of 
the University of Illinois Chapter: 
President—VINcENT I. Wrst, Depart- 
ment of Agricultural Economics, 
University of Illinois 
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President -eleet—Louis L. McQuirry, 
Department of Psychology, Uni- 
versity of [llinois 

Secretary —Davip KrRaTHWOHL, 
Bureau of Educational Research, 
University of Illinois 


Los Angeles 


A varied program was presented at the 
dinner meeting of May 26th. Gerson G. 
Levin, an account executive specializing 
in commodity markets with the firm of 
Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Beane, 
had as his subject, ‘‘“Some Random Com- 
ments on Agricultural Statistics and the 
U. 8. Department of Agriculture’. Dr. 
Arthur T. Tait, Director of Research in 
the Office of the Superintendent of 
Schools of Riverside County, and Angus 
G. MacLean, Statistical Coordinator, 
California Test Bureau, both spoke of 
“Statistics in Educational and Psycho- 
logical Testing Procedure.’’ Before and 
after the meeting the new Comptograph 
was demonstrated by the Felt & Tar- 
rant Co. 

The June 30th dinner meeting heard 
Dr. John Caffrey on the subject ‘‘How to 
Win at Roulette 1, 2, 3—Infinity’’. Dr. 
Caffrey, who is a statistician in the 
Office of Los Angeles County Superin- 
tendent of Schools, has been interested 
for some years in the statistical aspects 
of roulette. 

The Los Angeles Chapter joined the 
American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, Pacific Division, in 
their 36th annual meeting. The meeting 
was held at the California Institute of 
Technology in Pasadena from June 20th 
to 25th. The Los Angeles Chapter spon- 
sored the sessions for one day, June 
23rd, which was devoted to panels and 
statistical discussions. 


Madison 


There has been considerable discussion 
of the subject of statistical standards, 
though no formal poll of members has 
been taken. Dr. Philip G. Fox, President 
of the Madison Chapter, has summarized 
these discussions. Members are agreed 
that substantially complete information 
on size of sample, conditions of bias, ac- 
curacy of observation, etc. must be 
available if a statistical study and its 
conclusions are to be put to serious use. 
There has been great improvement of 
governmental sources, but newspaper 
stories continue to be bad. A continuous 
program of education is necessary, and 
members agree that a system of stand- 
ards for accuracy in recorded and pub- 
lished statistics would be useful in 
directing such education. 


There is more controversy about es- 
tablishing qualifications of skill and 
competence for statistical workers. 
Most of the Chapter members who are 
working in applied fields question any 
attempt to reserve the professional 
application of statistics either wholly or 
largely to mathematical statistics. Most 
of the members were also relatively un- 
interested in what was to them a new 
concept—the development of a code of 
ethics. Such codes lead to controversy 
about their meaning, and are illusions 
unless supported by the integrity of the 
individuals professing them. 


New York 


The annual business meeting was held 
on May 19th. Allen D. Manvel, Chief of 
the Government’s Division of the 
Census Bureau, who has been on loan to 
the Committee on Statistical Program 
for the City of New York as its Research 
Director, reviewed the work being done 
under the Committee’s auspices. The 
following new officers were unanimously 
elected: 

President—Rosertr E. JOHNSON 

Secretary—Joun M. FrresTONE 

Executive Council Member—Cepric 

Wo.re 


Philadelphia 


New officers of the Philadelphia Chapter 
are: 
President—HymMan MENDUKE, Jeffer- 
son Medical College, Philadelphia 
Vice-President—ALMARIN PHILLIPS, 
Wharton School, University of 
Pennsylvania 
Secretary-Treasurer—INGrip HAHNE, 
Temple University 


Seattle 


The Chapter conducted an opinion poll 
on the interest in developing standards, 
with particular reference to basic re- 
quirements for the publication of sta- 
tistics. About half the Chapter members 
responded to a request to check the 
statement which comes closest to their 
view. The results, as reported by Dr. 
Grant I. Butterbaugh, President, were 
as follows: 


No. of 
Replies 


1. This is a great forward step in the sta- 
tistical world, and the Association | 
should, by all means, develop stand- 
ards for statistical practice. 1 

2. There is some merit to this plan, and | 
the Association should certainly give | 
it further consideration. .. ; 12 
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3. I don’t think the Association should | 

involve itself in such matters. . . 0 

4. I think the whole idea of statistical 

standards is unrealistic and the Asso- 

ciation should not have anything to 
do with it. | 0 

. I don’t know enough about this 

problem to make an intelligent state- 

ment, but I would like to learn more 
about it : 0 
13 


o 


St. Louis 


A joint luncheon meeting with the St. 
Louis Chapter of the American Market- 
ing Association was held on June 22nd. 
The subject of the meeting was a survey 
of the business expectations of 700 firms 
conducted jointly by the two chapters. 
Gordon Chapman of St. Louis Univer- 
sity summarized the findings of the 
study, and William Kester of the Federal 
Reserve Bank discussed its implica- 
tions. 


Washington 


The session on May 23rd was a joint 
meeting of the Social Statistics Section 
of the American Statistical Association 
with the Washington Statistical Society. 
The subject was ‘‘Scientific and Profes- 
sional Personnel—A National Crisis?’’ 
The Honorable Carl Hinshaw, Member 
of Congress from the 20th District of 
California, chaired the meeting, and the 
speakers were Dr. M. H. Trytten, Direc- 
tor, Office of Scientific Personnel, Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences, National 
Research Council, and Dr. Dael Wolfle, 
Administrative Secretary of the Ameri- 
can Association for the Advancement of 
Science. Harold Goldstein, Assistant 
Chief of the Division of Manpower and 
Employment Statistics, Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, and J. F. Wellemeyer, Ameri- 
can Council of Learned Societies, were 
discussants. Some of the conceptual and 
statistical aspects of the requirements 
for and supply of scientific and profes- 
sional personnel in the United States 
were discussed, and leading problems in 
this area were identified. 
The following officers were elected for 
the year 1955-56: 
PARMELEE, Bu- 
reau of Mines 
Vice-President—GLENN Burrows, 
Department of Agriculture 
Secretary-Treasurer—Dorotuy GIL- 
FORD, Federal Trade Commission 
Executive Committee 
WILLARD Asu, University of Mary- 
land 
Epwin GoupFIeLD, Bureau of the 
Census 
Margaret Martin, Bureau of the 
Budget 
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applied statistics. Foreign languages helpful. 1909 W 
Please give qualifications, experience and language Washington 5, D c 
<. 


ability. 
ANNOUNCES ITS MERGER WITH THE 
COUNCIL FOR ECONOMIC 

AND INDUSTRY RESEARCH INC. 


734 Fifteenth Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


Samuel Weiss Research Associates will continue to 
Engineers—Statisticians—Chemists occupy its present offices at 1129 Vermont Avenue, 
N. W., and will be operated as a Division of the 
Council for Economic and Industry Research, Ine, 
under the direction of 


THE AMERICAN STATISTICAL ASSN., 
1757 K Street, N.W. Washington 6, D.C. 


interested in application of statistics to problems re- 
lated to the operation of chemical plants in the field of 


ATOMIC ENERGY 
B.S. or M.S. degree plus statistics, 0-8 years experience Mr Malcolm B Catlin 


Send resumé to 


Central Employment Office, 


Carbide and Carbon Chemicals Co. 
a division of Union Carbide and Carbon Corp. Mrs. Samuel Weiss 


Samuel Weiss Research Associates Council for Esonomis and 
Post Office Box P Oak Ridge, Tennessee Industry Research, Ine. 


Herbert W. Robinson, Pres. 
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“a Have you ordered your copy yet? i 
nal 
“9 Statistical Problems of the Kinsey Report 
es by COCHRAN, MOSTELLER and TUKEY. The report of the ASA Committee to advise the 
il National Research Council Committee for Research in the Problems of Sex. 331 pages, in blue buck- 
bor ram. Contents include: Statistical Problems of the Kinsey Report; Appendix A: Discussion of 
eri- Comments by Selected Technical Reviewers; Appendix B: Comparison With Other Studies; Appen- 
wr dix C: Proposed Further Work; Appendix D: Probability Sampling Considerations; Appendix E: 
aoe The Interview and The Office as We Saw Them; Appendix F: Desirable Accuracy; Appendix G: 
0 Principles of Sampling. Price: $3.00 to members of ASA; $5.00 to others. 
+in Proceedings of the Business and Economic Statistics Section 
Sie The Papers Presented by the Business and Economic Statistics Section of the ASA at the 114th 
Annual Meeting, held in Montreal, Canada, September 10-13, 1954. Sessions were held on: Meas- “< 
Bu- uring the Effects of Social Payments on the Economy; The Business Outlook; The Canadian Bal- 4 
ance of International Payments; Consumer Survey Data as a Method of Forecasting Economic A 
Ws, Fluctuations; Economic Forecasting Techniques I; The Reliability and Meaning of Employment and 
ad: Unemployment Statistics; Measuring the Effect of Pension Funds on the Economy; Stock Market 


sion Forecast; Recent Advances in Government Statistics—Panel; How Good Are Current Statistics for 
Following Economic Changes?; New Approaches to the Measurement of Saving and Investment; 
Economic Forecasting Techniques II; Statistics on Mobilization; Determinants of Productivity 


Levels. Price: $2.00 to members; $3.00 to others. 
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| STATISTICAL ABSTRACTOR SAMUEL WEISS 
Abstractor, free lance, for articles in the field of RESEARCH ASSOCIATES 


Copies of both publications may be ordered directly from 
The American Statistical Association, 1757 K St., N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 
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5201 Woodwa | 
Detroit 2, DN 


STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE 
ACT OF AUGUST 24, 1912, ASAMENDED 
BY THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, 1933, AND 
JULY 2, 1946 (Title 39, United States Code, 
Section 233) SHOWING THE OWNER- 
SHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCU- 
LATION OF The American Statistician, 
published 5 times yearly at Baltimore, Md., 
for October, 1955. 


1. The names and addresses of the pub- 
lisher, editor, managing editor, and busi- 
ness managers are: Publisher, American 
Statistical ociation, 1757 K Street, N.W., 
Washington 6, D. C.; Editor, Almarin 
Phillips, Dietrich Hall, University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa.; Managing 
editor, none; Business manager, none. 


2. The owner is: (If owned by a corpora- 
tion, its name and address must be stated 
and also immediately thereunder the names 
and addresses of stockholders owning or 
holding 1 percent or more of total amount 
of stock. If not owned by a corporation, the 
names and addresses of the individual 
owners must be given. If owned by a partner- 
ship or other unincorporated firm, its name 
and address, as well as that of each indi- 
vidual member must be given.) American 
Statistical Association, 1757 K Street, N.W., 
Washington 6, D. C. 


3. The known bondholders, mortgagees, 
and other security holders owning or hold- 
ing 1 percent or more of total amount of 
bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: 
(If there are none, so state.) None. 


4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases 
where the stockholder or security holder 
appears upon the books of the company as 
trustee or in any other fiduciary relation, 
the name of the person or corporation for 
whom such trustee is acting; also the state- 
ments in the two paragraphs show the 
affiant’s full knowledge and belief as to the 
circumstances and conditions under which 
stockholders and security holders who do 
not appear upon the books of the company 
as trustees, hold stock and securities in a 
capacity other than that of a bona fide owner. 


American Statistical Association. 
by: Edgar M. Bisgyer, 
Office Manager. 


Sworn and subscribed before me this 
9th day of September, 1955. 


Mary P. Windsor, 
Notary Public 


(My commission expires April 14, 1959) 
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